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An Account of New Books. 


I. 


Henrich Matthias Marcard der Arzneywiflen- 
{chaft, Doétors zu Hannover, Medicinifche 
Verfuche. 8vo. Leipfig. 


Medical Effays, by Henry Matthias Marcard, Phy- 
fician at Hanover. 


N the Effays now before us, Dr Marcard pre- 
fents his readers with obfervations on different 
practical fubjects. His remarks are principally the 
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refult of his own experience, during practice for 
feveral years. The firft volume, of which alone 
we propofe at prefent to give an analyfis, is en- 
tirely on the fubje& of Jaundice. 

‘In treating of Jaundice, he prefents us with 

a do@rine concerning the difeafe in a good 
meafure peculiar to himfelf. But, before deli- 
vering bh own opinion, he fets out with fome 
remarks on thofe which had already been offer- 
ed by others. With regard to the nature of 
the diftemper, he obferves, that although an- 
cients, as well as moderns, have very generally 
agreed that:a preternatural yellow colour of the 
countenance, and particularly in the white of 
the eye, was an effect of the bile; yet they have 
differed as to the 1 means by which this effect is 
produced. 
_ He firft takes notice of the opinion of Pech- 
lin, who confiders it as very improbable that the 
bile, which had once difcharged itfelf out of the 
liver, fhould return back again by the fame 
way, and from thence enter into the blood; and 
thus produce the difeafe. 

Pechlin thinks it much more probable, that 
the materials of the bile exift in fuch a man- - 
ner in the blood, that an accidental fermen- 
tation 
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tation may feparate bile without any action of 
the liver, and give rife to the Jaundice by the 
parts thus feparated being thrown upon the {kin. 


_ This fermentation in the blood, he fays, may 
_ take its rife from anger, melancholy, or the bite 


of a poifonous animal. And he thinks, that © 
this accounts for the fudden exiftence of the 


_ Jaundice, in confequence of any violent affec- 


tion of the mind, much better than the received 


opinion, that the bile finds its way back again 
into the liver, and by its ation enters into the 


blood. 
The opinion of Galen, he obferves, very 


.anuch refembles that of Pechlin. He. imagines 


likewife, that the gall is circulated in a ftate of 
perfect mixture with the blood, and that with-— 
out any intervention of the liver, merely by ex- 
ternal caufes, fuch as the bite of a poifonous ani- 
mal, it may be feparated from the blood. But, 
befides this, he is likewife of opinion, that the 
Jaundice may arife from the weaknefs of the 
gall-bladder, unable to draw to it the bilious 
matter from the blood. 

Amongft the moderns, Van Swieten and Mor- 
gagni do not altogether difcard this doétrine. 
‘They advance, that although it be true every 
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Jaundice does not exift in this manner, yet they 
are to be found in the blocd particles deftined 
for bile, which, without any action of the liver, 
can feparate themfelves trom their mixture and 
occafion a Jaundice. 

Mead fays, that there is a fpecies of the Jaun- 
dice which arifes from a fpafm of the nerves, 
when the fine elaftic fluid, which is contained in 
them, becomes too acrid and ftrong, fo as to- 
fhut the bilious dué&t, and prevent the gall from. 
pafling through the liver. It then, he thinks, 


finds its way upwards through the blood, and . 


extends itfelf. through every part of the body.’ 
He adds, that this is the cafe with the Jaundice 
which arifes after cholic pains and the bite of a 


-poifonous animal. From this our Author ob- 


ferves, it appears evident that Mead was of opi- 


- nion, an obftructed feparation of the gall was 


one of the caufes of the Jaundice. 

_ Dr Bruning, an author of great judgment and 
learning, in treating of the Jaundice which arifes 
from {pafm, offers an opinion which approaches 


_ fomething near to the former. He thinks, that 


when fome diforder of the liver prevents it from 
performing the fecretion of the bile, the oily 
and faline particles, which conftitute the princi- 
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pal part of the bile, remain behind in the blood. 
By this, the natural and healthy mixture of the 
blood is changed, and a yellow-coloured caco- 
chymia, and even the Jaundice itfelf, is occafi- 


-oned. Dr Bruning, however, does not confider 


this as the fole caufe of the Jaundice. He fup- 
pofes it to take place only in certain cafes, while 
in others the difeafe actually arifes from the bile 
already fecreted by the liver, which finds its 
way back, again into the blood. And it is 


_ likewife the opinion of moft of. the other wri- 


ters, who have adopted this do¢trine with re- 


— fpeé&t to the origin of the Jaundice, that every 


Jaundice does not arife in this manner. They 
always fuppofe, that the bile already fecreted 
may return again into the blood,’ and an this 
means occafion it. 

In the fecond Chapter, our Author proceeds 


to the examination of the foregoing theories. 


He obferves, that the opinion of Pechlin, and 
thofe other writers who fuppofe that the bilious 


particles abandon the circulating fluid and at- 


tach themfelves to the fkin, in one point of 
view, has fomething in its favour; as it may 


‘eafily be conjectured, that an obftructed fecre- 
tion of the bile from the blood may occafion an 
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unnatural mixture. Still this, however, is mere 
conjecture. It often happens, that although a | 
tedious obftruétion in the liver may have exifted, 
and confequently, a tedious fecretion of the bile, 
and given rife to a fenfibly yellow colour, yet it 
has by no means occafioned a Jaundice. Such 
a colour of the fkin is fometimes to be found, 
where not the liver, but the lungs, are affec- 
ted. Dr Simpfon alfo has very well remarked 
in his Treatife on the Jaundice in the Edin- 
burgh Medical Effays, that every yellow colour 
of the fkin is not to be confidered as a true 
Jaundice ; and that unlefs the white of the eye 
be yellow, and the urine confiderably coloured, 
we cannot affert that the bile has any fhare in 

this yellow appearance. 7 | 
In order to fhow that a Jaundice cannot im- 
mediately arife from the blood, and the other _ 
circulating fluids, without the intervention of 
the iver, our Author applies to the preparation 
of the bile the chemical terms of product and 
edudt. Of thefe terms, he’ gives the following 
_ explanation: * That a product is what by a cer- 
tain procefs may be extracted from another fub- 
ftance, but could not formerly be found in the: 
whole mixture, nor diftinguifhed by any of its 
| effects 
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effeéts and qualities. An educt again, is what 
could formerly be found in a body im its fate of 
mixture; and before it be extracted, poflefles 
the fame qualities it afterwards has.”—Now, 
there is no doubt that the blood contains the 
materials of the bile. The only queftion IS 
How thefe materials are contained in it? If the 
bile does already exift in the whole mixture, 
and be perceptible to the fenfes iri the blood, or, 
in other words, be only an eduét, there is a 
_ foundation for the foregoing theory. But if, on 
- the contrary, we can difcover nothing in healthy 
blood which has any refemblance to bile, and if 
it be a produé from the blood, then this ry 
has no manner of foundation. . 3 
Our Author hefitates not to affert that the 
bile is no edué& from the blood. We neither 
obferve in blood the very remarkable colour of © 
the bile, nor tafte the bitternefs; and we have 
no ground to fuppofe that it is any other way 
feparated from the blood, than by fome hidden. 
operation of the liver. It therefore falls natu- 
rally under the idea of a product; as it was in 
no fhape formerly to be perceived in the blood 
till it paffed through the liver. From the appli-— 
cation of this ‘Principle: it is in the higheft de- 
gree 
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gree probable, that there is no produétion of 
the bile but by means of the liver ; and that the 
theory of Pechlin with regard to the origin of 
the Jaundice is altogether a chimera. 
But a ftill more important objection to this 
theory he offers ‘from the analogy of the other 
fecretions. ‘The fecretion he confiders in order to 
illuftrate this, as being particularly analogous to 
it, is the femen; and concludes, that as the 
tears are not feparated by the pores of the fkin, 
nor wax of the ear by the nofe, fo it is equally 
unnatural. to fuppofe, that the bile is fecreted 
without the adtion of the liver. ! 
As a further objeétion to this doétrine, in the 
fifth Chapter, our Author adduces feveral in- 
{tances of perfons affected with fwoln and {chir- 
rous livers, where an obftruction muft necef- 
farily have taken place, but without any appear- 
ance of the Jaundice. everett 
After fhortly mentioning the opinion of Syl- 
vius, who fuppofes that the Jaundice arifes from 
a diforder in the blood, which prevents the bile 
- from intimately mixing with it, and that when 
the fluids ate thus feparated, the bile attaches 
itfelf to the fkin; a fuppofition which he con- 
fiders as altogether arbitrary ; he next proceeds 
| in 
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in the fixth Chapter, to confider the modern and 
generally received theory with regard to the 
origin of the Jaundice. It is now the common 
opinion, that no Jaundice can arife but by means 
_ of bile actually feparated by the liver; and that 
the bile thus prepared, is thrown back into the 
blood by fome preternatural circumftance. This 
circumftance is a ftoppage of the bilious dud, 
which has beén afcribed to various caufes. © 
Amongft the fupporters of this theory, fome 
pathologifts, and Haller in particular, fuppofe 
that the fhutting of the hepatic dué alone may 
occafion the Jaundice, and excludes the gall- 
bladder from having any manner of influence. 
Our Author examines this opinion at very 
great length; and, in order to prepare the way 
for this examination, he confiders the nature of 
the bile when contained in the liver, and when 
it is in the gall-bladder. When it is already 
feparated by the liver, and in the bilious duct, 
_its colour is very pale, and its bitternefs but very 
inconfiderable. This he proves from feveral ob- 
fervations, and concludes, that the liver bile is 
fenfibly different from the bile in the gall-blad- 
der, which is of a darker colour and very bitter 
tafte. He thinks that this difference may either 
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be occafioned, according to an opinion of Hal- 
ler, from the long continuance of the bile in © 
the gall-bladder, and by that means a further 
feparation from its watry parts; or, that there — 
-may perhaps be a farther. preparation and fe- 
cretion of this fluid in the gall-bladder. While 
others have been of opinion, that the liver-gall 
may continue mixed with the blood, without 
producing any confiderable effe&; our Author 
thinks he may with confidence affert, that the 
liver-gall although it be even feparated from the 
blood, is by itfelf incapable, when again intro- 
duced into it, of giving any confiderable Jaun- 
dice. He contends, that.it is unable to give 
to the fkin, eyes, and urine, a colour, and to 
the faliva a tafte much ftronger than it own. _ 
After offering this objeftion to the generally 
received theory, he next applies to it the differ- 
ent caufes which give rife to the Jaundice; of 
which he fuppofes gall-ftones to be the moft 
frequent and important, infomuch that certain 
eminent writers are difpofed to allow no other 
caufe to be capable of producing it. With re- 
gard to biliary ftones, our Author obferves that — 
they are for the moft part found in the gall- 
bladder. Hoffman, he fays, obferves, that real 
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biliary ftones in the liver are in the higheft © 
degree uncommon, which he -afcribes to the 
thinnefs of the bile in the liver. It is true, other 
{tony concretions are to be found in it, but thefe 
are not of a bilious nature, enter not into the bi- 
— lious du@, and occafion not the Jaundice. After 
mentioning the obfervations of many anatomifts 
on this fubjeé&, tending to confirm his opi- 
nion, he concludes, that if it appear that biliary 
ftones chiefly occafion the Jaundice during the 


_ time they are in the gall-bladder or in the bi- 


liary duct; or if it be only certain, that in fuch 
circumftances Jaundice often arifes, then the 
probability of the theory, that the bile finds its 
way back through the liver to the blood, is 
greatly weakened. But he obferves it is a cer- 
tain faét, that very generally the ftoppage of 
the-ufual paflage produces a Jaundice. The in- 
{tances of this are fo numerous and undeniable, 
that he judged it unneceflary to adduce them. 

In like manner our Author endeavours to 
fhew, from the inflammation of the liver, and 
. other received caufes of the Jaundice, the weak- 
nefs of this theory; and in general infifts upon 
the difficulty of the return of the bile through 
the liver into the blood, and the infufficiency 
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of the bile from the liver to produce the Jaun- 

dice. | 
After having thus endeavoured to prove in 
the firft part of his work, that from the moft 
frequent and moft important caufes of the Jaun- 
dice, they cannot produce their effe&t in fuch 
a manner, that the bile from the gall-bladder 
_ can return back to the liver, and thence enter into 
the blood ; and likewife, that in every confider- . 
able Jaundice the bile in the gall-bladder has a 
fhare, our Author in the fecond divifion of this 
treatife, attempts to difcover the way by which 
the bile from the gall-bladder may mix with the. 
circulating fluids, without pafling through the 
liver. Inthe firft Chapter, from a variety of 
curious inftances of morbid diffections, Dr Mar- 
card proves, that the bile, in cafe of any ftop- 
page of the dudt, finds its way through the fub- 
ftance of the gall-bladder into the cavity of the 
abdomen, and then enters into the circulation. 
The bile, he fays, is of a very penetrating nature, 
and the gall-bladder, like every membrane of 
that kind, is porous. In fupport of his opi- 
--nion, he adduces a variety of faéts from morbid 
diffe&tions, where a confiderable quantity of bile 
was found on the outfide of the gall-bladder, 
which 


* 
2 
| 
a4 
t 
iF 
oy. 
of 
te 
ys, 
x. 
a 
x 


— 


COMMENTARIES. 141 


which plainly appeared to have oozed through ; 
and in one inftance, it was in fo great quantities in 
the abdomen, that it could have been taken up in 
fpoonfuls. Amongft others, he mentions a very 
curious inftance from the Englifh Philofophical 
-Tranfaétions, inferted by Dr Alexander Stuart, 
of a foldier wounded in the right fide, who died 
in the 17th day, and was affected with a partial 
Jaundice. His urine, and fome. of the under 
parts of his body were yellow, as if ftained with 
faffron. Upon diffetion, he was found to have 
a fmall. triangular wound in the bottom of the 
gall-bladder. From this inftance he maintains 
it is evident, that the bile poured into the cavity 
of the abdomen enters into the circulation. 

In the fecond Chapter, Dr Marcard proceeds 
to point out {till another way by which the bile 
may intermix with the circulating fluids, with- 
out pafling through the liver. He obferves, 
that when the difcharge of the urine is ftopped 
by fome obftrution in the urethra, it is an un- 
deniable fact, that the urine already fecreted 
finds its way back again into the blood; and. 
that in this cafe, no one is difpofed to think that 
the urine rifes up again through the long paflage . 
into the kidneys, and then enters into the blood. 
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With much better foundation they advance, 
that in the bladder, as well as in all the cavities 
of other animals, there exift certain abforbent 
veffels, which in a found ftate, only take away 
a pure unmixed fluid; but when there is a 
total ftoppage of the difcharge, in confequence 
of the ftimulus occafioned by the very great ful- 
nefs, and by the acrimony of the quantity fo long 
contained there, they now allow the urine to — 
enter into the mixture, which by this means 
finds its way into the blood. Although one 
- cannot abfolutely conclude, from what in certain 
circumftances takes place in the bladder con- 
taining the urine, that in a fimilar fituation the 
- fame thing fhall take place in the gall-bladder ; 
-yet our Author thinks it in the higheft degree 
probable. And the reafon why this has not 
_ been attended to is, becaufe another way feem- 
ed poffible. For the gall-bladder has not only 
as many lymphatic veffels as the urinary bladder, 
but many more, and much more vifible. He 
obferves, that many greater and more remark- 
able changes muft take place on the bile than 
- with the urine, during its continuance in the 
bladder, as the urine is- difcharged almoft al- 


ways as it comes from the kidneys. The bile, — 


while 
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while it is a very mixed fluid, and of confider- 
able confiftence, is neverthelefs of a very pene- 
trating nature, as is obvious from its effeéts up- 
on the parts in the neighbourhood of the gall- 
bladder ; and is therefore very well adapted to 
_ penetrate through the veffels. And if this be its 
nature in a found and healthy ftate, how much 
more may it aét in this manner in a morbid 
condition. Our Author, therefore, fees no rea- 
fon why he may not advance, that the many ab- 
forbents of the gall-bladder, which, in a natural 
ftate, only imbibe the fuperfluous fluids, when in 
a morbid condition may pafs the bounds of their 
deftination, and admit the bile in the entire mix- 
ture. The kidneys, he fays, fometimes let the 
blood through. And when bile is thus recei- 
ved by the lymphatic veffels, it enters into the 
fyftem of blood-veffels, and thus into the mafs of 
circulating fluids. 

The two ways, therefore, by which Dr Mar- 
card afferts the bile enters into the blood, with- 
out pafling through the liver, are the abforbent 
lymphatic veffels, and the inorganic openings 
or pores of the gall-bladder. He thinks, that 
this laft way will only take place when the blad- | 
der is very much diftended, cither from its be- 
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ing very much filled with bile, or when it is not 
fo much filled but prefled upon by fome exter- 
nal force; or when the coats of the gall-bladder 
are affected by fome particular torpor. In thefe 
cafes, he fays, it is no wonder that the tranfuda- 
tion of it fhould continue even after death, un- 
fome particular caufe fhut the pores that 
were thus opened. | 

The caufes which force the abforbent veffels 
“to receive the bile, according to appearances, 
are more numerous; in this however they 
agree, that it is in confequence of fome fti- 
mulus excited they produce this effeét. Both 
thefe- ways may exift at the fame time, and then 
their effect is the more confiderable ; and even 
the very great diftenfion of the gall-bladder, 
which enlarges the pores, may, in the end, have 
an effect upon the lymphatic veffels, and force 
them to attract the bile. He looks upon it, 
however, as certain, that the inordinate action 
of the abforbing veffels is by much the moft | 
frequent caufe of the Jaundice, as it may take 
place when there is not a very great quantity of 
bile in the gall-bladder, and when the paffage 
from the gall-bladder to the inteftines is not in 
the {malleft degree obftructed. 
| After 
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_ After having thus eftablifhed his theory, and 
that liver-bile is infufficient to produce the Jaun- 
dice, which muft be occafioned by bile already 
prepared in the gall-bladder: That the bile 
from the gall-bladder does not return back 
again into the liver, and thus enter into the 
blood, but either finds its way through the pores 
of the gall-bladder into the cavity of the abdo- 
men, or is abforbed by the lymphatic veffels, 
Dr Marcard next proceeds to apply this doétrine 
_ to the various caufes inducing the Jaundice. ~ 
The firft which he confiders is fpafm; and. 
after mentioning the various caufes inducing 
fpafm, he fhows how it produces its effect. He 
points out the different influence of ftones in” 
the ‘gall-bladder, that when they are free and 
detached they produce their effeat by occafion- » 
ing a ftimulus, and inducing a fpafm; but when 
in the neck of the gall-bladder, they {top up the 
paflage and prevent the difcharge. | 
_ When the Jaundice arifes from the bite of a 
poifonous animal, he is not of opinion with Dr _ 
Simpfon and fome ancient authors, that it is oc- 
cafioned by an internal commotion of the blood. 
But he thinks, with Dr Mead, that it arifes from _ 
{fpafm. He does not, however, with Dr Mead, 
afcribe 
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afcribe it to a fpafm which only affedéts the com- 
mon canal, and thereby forces the: bile back 
through the liver into the blood, but to a fpafm 
which has this peculiarity in it, that it produces 


an effe& upon the abforbent veflels of the gall- 


bladder. After mentioning a variety of other 
caufes, which Dr Marcard thinks occafion a 
Jaundice by inducing fpafm, he confiders fome 
caufes which produce this effec without occa- 
fioning fpafin. Thefe are ftoppages of the neck 
of the gall-bladder, which, though unfrequent, 
are neverthelefs very certain caufes of the Jaun- 
dice. And while ftones ftick faft in the biliary 
duét, they may produce their effeét in this man- 
ner, but much more frequently by exciting a 
ftimulus and inducing a fpafm. Befides this, 
he mentions others, fuch as a defeét in the ab- 
forbent veffels of the gall-bladder, the thicknefs 


_of the gall, and the like. And he fhews, that all 


the various caufes operate in the ways he has 
pointed out, in producing the Jaundice. 

To this Treatife upon the Theory of the Yel- 
low Jaundice, he fubjoins an Appendix, con- 


taining a fhort account of the Black Jaundice, 
and practical obfervations upon the treatment of 


the Yellow Jaundice. — | 
Although 
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' Although the Black Jaundice is fometimes 
nothing elfe but a dark yellow Jaundice ; yet at 
other times, the colour is fo very dark, and ap- 
' pears in fuch a manner that one muft conclude 
it to have fomething peculiar in its nature, and 
not merely to be a higher degree of the Yellow 
‘Jaundice. This difeafe is well known to be 
much more frequently mortal than the Yellow 
Jaundice. The ancients imagined that it arofe 
from the fpleen: But from feveral inftances 
which our Author adduces, he obferves, that 
although the difeafe which is named Black Jaun- 
dice be manifold, ftill, however, he is difpofed to 
think it is nothing elfe than a ftrong Yellow 
Jaundice. He contends, that the bile can af- 
fume all manner of colours, green, red, and in 
certain circumftances black. ‘The worft kinds 
of Black Jaundice are, he fays, thofe which arife 
from a very great confumption in the organical 
parts of the biliary fyftem. When it only differs ~ 
from the Yellow Jaundice, in the fkin having a - 
greenifh appearance, or when any difference 
may arife merely from a preternatural colour of 
the bile, in the view of medical treatment, the 
Black Jaundice has nothing peculiar from the 
Yellow Jaundice. But when ‘it arifes from any 
K 3 confumption 
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confumption of the important vifcera, our Au- 
thor fufpects that in fuch cafes art can very fel- 
dom apply any remedy; and hence the caufe 
why the Black Jaundice is fo often mortal. 

“In the cure of the Jaundice, our Author fays, 
he has two objects in view, the one is to re- 
medy the confequences of this difeafe, and the 
other to remove the caufes of it. 

On account of the obftructions which take 
place, cleanfing medicines are often employed, 
and in general rhubarb is given: But where 
there is any reafon to fufpect fpafm, or to hope 
that ftones may be difcharged, our Author 
thinks that manna is greatly preferable. 

In order to correct the diforder which muft 
arife in the ftate of digeftion from the want 
of the bile, many means have been devifed, but 
nothing appears to our Author equal to thicken- 
ed ox-gall in pills. 
~ To corre& the heat and burning in the exter- 
nal parts, even when there is properly no hte 
he recommends the ufe of acids. 

He propofes a variety of medicines for the 
biliary ftones, the moft important caufe of the 
_ Jaundice, both with thé view of removing and of - 

 diffolving them. 
When 
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When a biliary ftone occafions very great 
motions in the body, blood-letting is ufually re- 
commended; but opium he confiders as by 
much the moft important remedy for removing 
the violence of the fymptoms which arife from - 
the ftimulus of a ftone. For in confequence of 
this, it is often, he obferves, neceffary to dimi- 
nifh the intolerable pain, to remove the fpafm, 
to quiet the continual vomiting, and to fupport 
the ftrength, and fometimes even the life of the 
_ patient. A variety of other medicines of a di- 
luting nature are likeways recommended by our 
Author, with the view of fulfilling the fame inten- 
tion, as almond-oil, fpermaceti, &’c. He advifes 
alfo, external fomentation of the place where 
the diforder has its feat, baths of tepid water 
over the whole body, and emolient clyfters. 

The greater probability there is that the ftone 
may be difcharged, the more foundation there 
is to have recourfe to violent purges and vomits. 
But in the ufe of vomits particular caution is 
-neceflary, and he thinks they are only to be em- 
ployed when there is no reafon to dread any 
inflammation, or to fufpeé&t any defect of the vif- 
cera. A great deal of motion, and a long jour- — 
ney, has likewife been recommended, with the 

K 4 view 
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view of difcharging the biliary ftones. Our. 
Author likeways gives his opinion about the ef- 


- ficacy of foap and fome othér medicines ufed for 


the biliary ftones. He afterwards points out 
the medicines to be ufed when the Jaundice 
arifes from fpafm, where he fays, particular at- 
tention muft be paid to the caufes inducing it. 
He concludes with examining the various fpe- 
cifics for this difeafe, in none of which he is dif- 
pofed to place any confidence. 


II. 


Obfervations on Fevers, efpecially thofe of the con- 
continued type; and on the Scarlet Fever, at- 
tended with ulcerated fore throat, as it appeared 
at Newcattle upon Tyne in the year 1778: To- 
gether with a comparative view of that epide- 
mie with the Scarlet Fever, as defcribed by au- 
thors, and the Angina Maligna. By John 
Clark, M. D. one of the Phyficians to the New- 


caftle Difpenfary. 8vo. London. 


R Ciark is an author whofe name we 
have already, oftner than once, had occa- 


-fion to mention in thefe Commentaries. Be- 


fides 
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fides the analyfis which we gave of his obfer- 
vations an difeafes in long voyages to hot cli- 
mates, our readers may alfo remember feveral 
original papers with which he has enriched this 


periodical publication. In the prefent work, he — 
: treats of a fubje&t, which, although often before 


confidered, muft ftill be admitted to be im- 


- portant, and will, we doubt not, be viewed 


as affording a valuable article for the prefent 


number. 


It would much exceed the limits of our pub- 
lication, to give a complete analyfis of the vo- 
lume now before us; we fhall therefore only 
endeavour to prefent our readers with a concife 
account of the opinions and practice of our Au- 
thor; particularly of thofe which differ from the 
eftablifhed doctrines. 

Dr Clark has divided his work into two parts. 
In the firft, he treats of fevers, efpecially thofe | 
of the continued type. After introducing his 
fubject, by giving a fhort definition of primary 
fevers, we are, in the fecond fection, prefented 
with obfervations on their difference. He re- 
marks, that both the ancients and moderns have 
divided fevers into many genera, and have be- 
ftowed many appellations upon them, derived 

from 


* 
‘ 
+ 


152 MEDIC AL. 


-.. from the time of their duration, from fome re- 
markable predominant fymptom, from the ftate 
of the fluids which accompany them, and from 
other circumftances. But he thinks, that the 
many nariits to be found in books, only load 
the memory, perplex the unexperienced, and > 
are of no real advantage in practice. After 
careful attention to the fymptoms and nature of 
fevers, in different climates, our Author is con- 
vinced, that although many varieties happen, 
according to the difference of conftitution, fea- 
fon, fituation and country, yet every where fever 
is effentially the fame; or, in other words, con- 
fifts of one genus, and that the only /pecies that 
can be clearly afcertained are the following, viz. 
intermittent, remittent, and continued fevers. 
In fupport of this opinion, he recites the eflen- 
_ tial fymptoms of thefe fpecies; and concludes, 
that continued fevers do not differ more from 
the remittent, than the laft from the intermit- 
tent type. Their frequent changes into each 
other, prove them to be of. the fame genus ; and 
the variety of their forms, he thinks, depends in 
a great meafure upon the difference of climate, 
conftitution, but more particularly on the 
concurrence of the remote caufes of fever, viz. a 
| moift 
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moift warm ftate of the air, marfh effluvia, and 
human contagion; the two former producing 
the intermittent or remittent, and the latter al- 
moft always the continued type. 

Continued fevers have been commonly fup- 
pofed, by medical authors, to confift of three 
genera, the inflammatory, the nervous, and the pu- 
trid. Dr Clark, however, rejects this divifion 
of fever, as he is of opinion, that thefe fuppofed 
genera only exprefs different ftates of fever. The 
inflammatory fever, for example, is defined to 
confift in intenfe heat, frequent, ftrong, hard 
and full pulfe, with high coloured urine. Mott 
fevers, in their incipient ftate, he obferves, are 
attended with thefe fymptoms, which however 
prevail more in the paroxyfms of intermittent 
and remittent fevers, than in thofe of the conti- 
nued type. Even the deprefling powers of con- 
tagion do not always guard again{t fymptoms 
of ftrong aétion in the heart and arterial fy- 
ftem. Gilchriit, defcribing the nervous fever, re- 
marks, ** That in fome the feizure and fymp- 
‘¢ toms on the firft days were violent; fuch as 

“ vomiting, naufea, head-ache, full, ftrong, and 
hard pulfe, heat and rednefs of the eyes.” 
Except by the tremors of the hands, even the 
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jail or hofpital fever is not to be diftinguithed, 
in the beginning, from any common fever. Sir 
John Pringle in this fever, and Huxham in the 
putrid fever, advife bleeding to moderate the 


{trong action of the veffels. For thefe reafons, 


our Author thinks, whatever attention this {tate 
of fever may merit in practice, as it equally at- 
tends intermittent, remittenc, and continued fe. 
vers, it ought not to be admitted as conttituting 
any generic difference. 

The term inflammatory, indeed, in his opi- 
nion, ought only to be applied to fever when it 
is the concomitant of inflammation ; and he 
adds, that, however contrary the affertion may 
be to the authority of phyficians of the firft emi- 
nence, he has never met with an idopathic in- 
flammatory fever. He is inclined to believe, 
that the fizy appearance of the blood, which has 
led to the opinion of fevers being inflammatory,’ 
is no certain criterion of inflammation, as it has 
been frequently obferved to exift in the blood 


of thofe who have laboured under putrid 
__ difeafes ; and in fupport of this fact, he quotes 


the authority of Drs Heberden, De Haen, and 


Sir John Pringle. 


Having, 
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Having, for thefe reafons; rejected the inflam- 
matory fever, as an idopathic difeafe, he proceeds 
to the -confideration of the other diftin@tions 
which have been applied to continued fevers. 
Every fymptom characteriftic of the nervous fe- 
ver, he remarks, attends remittents of hot cli- 
mates; and even all continued fevers in this 
country, are, in general, fooner or later fuc-_ 
ceeded by this ftate of fever. And with regard 
to the putrid, although in fome fevers the fluids 
from the beginning have appeared in a diffolved 
ftate, yet putrefcency is more frequently an ef- 
fect of fever than a caufe, and equally attends 
intermittent, remittent, and continued fevers. 
- There appears, therefore, he thinks, great im- 
propriety in confining thefe terms to continued 
fevers; and ftill more fo, in eftablifhing them 
as different genera. | 

In other difeafes, Dr Clark farther obferves, . 
were we to form diftinct genera, from different — 
{tates of the fluids and other attending circum- 
ftances, as has been the cafe in continued fevers, 
we fhould very much multiply difeafes, which 
are effentially the fame. The {mall pox, for ex- 
ample, is almoft always attended with fever, 
which, in fome patients, is accompanied with 
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Strong aétion in the veffels; in others, with fymp- 
toms of debility and nervous diftrefs ; and in 
others, with thofe which denote a tendency in 


the fluids to putrefaction. Nay even the fame 
_ patient (which is alfo the cafe in continued fe- 


vers) will, in a few days, go through the differ- 
ent ftates of fever which attend this difeafe ; yet 
every phyfician knows, that the diftemper pro- 
ceeds from the fame fpecific contagion; and 
that thefe varieties exprefs no generic difference. 
Upon the whole, he is of opinion, that all pri- 
mary fevers are attended with the fame: effential 
fymptoms; and that the only difference is, that 
in fome of them the intermiflions and remiffions 


are perfect, and in others fo obfcure as juftly 


to entitle them to the name of continued. He 
likeways allows, that they differ from each 
other, in being fometimes attended with ftrength 
and activity in the vafcular fyftem, fometimes 
with fymptoms of debility, and fometimes with 
thofe which denote a tendency in the fluids to 
petrefaction. He thinks it therefore reafonable 
to conclude, that they do not arife from fo com- 
plex an origin, nor require fo great a’ variety in 
treatment as has been generally imagined. 

| | Having 
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Having ‘made thefe obfervations, our Author 
pafles over the treatment of intermittent and re- 
mittent fevers in a curfory manner; as the ufe 
of the Peruvian bark in the former is univerfally 
eftablifhed, and as he has already treated of the 
latter in another publication*. He then pro- 
ceeds, in the third fection, to treat of the cure 
of continued fevers. | 

Although he admits that great variety obtains 
in continued fevers, with refpect to their fymp- 
toms and degree of danger, yet in practice he 
- judges it principally neceflary to attend to the 
following diftin&tions or ftates of fever : 

1. Continued fevers frequently in the begin- 
ning are attended with {trong action in the vaf- 
cular fyftem ; and this ftate may be diftinguifhed 
by the following fymptoms: The pulfe is quick, 
ftrong, hard, and full; the heat of the body 
intenfe ; the urine high coloured, and often in 
{mall quantity ; and the fenfes and fpirits remain 
tolerably clear. If the fever continue, or if it be 
not prevented by the method of cure afterwards | 
to be mentioned, it is for the moft part fooner 
or later fucceeded by the following ftate. | 
2. Continued fevers are more frequently, | 
from the beginning, or foon after their forma- 

| tion, 

* Obfervations on the difeafzs of | Jong voyages to hot 


countries, &c. 
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tion, attended with debility and depreflion of 
the vital powers; and this ftate may be diftin- 


_ guifhed by the following fymptoms: The pulfe 


is. weak, quick, and frequently unequal; the 


‘urine commonly pale; the heat not very in- 


tenfe; and the ftrength and {pirits proftrated. 
Watchfulnefs and delirium are added, and, as 
the difeafe advances, the delirium terminates iz 
coma.. Subfultus tendinum enfues ; the ftools and 
urine frequently glide off involuntarily ; and the 
patient is apt to faint on the leaft motion. 

3. Both the preceding ftates of fever are fre- 
quently fucceeded by, or attended with, a dif- 
pofition in the fluids to putrefa@tion, which is — 
diftinguifhed by the following fymptoms: The 
tongue becomes dry and black; the breath and 
ftools foetid ; petechia, purple or livid fpots ap- 
pear; hemorrhages happen from the nofe and 
various parts; and, before death, the body very 
freqently emits a cadaverous fmell. 

Having thus diftinguifhed continued fevers, 
and having given the above characteriftic fymp- 
toms, by which their moft important {tates may 
be known, he proceeds to mention the method 
of cure which he found moft beneficial. ae 

In 
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In the firft ftate of fever, Dr Clark dire&s 
emetic tartar to be given in fuch dofes as to vo- 
mit gently ; and if the ftrong aGlion of the vef- 
fels do not abate, we are told, that it will be 
_ proper to continue the antimonials for fome days 
longer, in fuch a manner as to keep the fecre- 
tions open. Should it fail to operate down- 
wards, fome mild laxative muft be added. As 
foon as the velocity of the circulating fuids is 
by this means diminifhed, he commences imme- 
diately with the Peruvian bark, without regard 
to remiffions or exacerbations, and continues it in 
as large dofes as the patient’s ftomach will bear. 
And we are told, that if this method be in due © 
time applied, the difeafe will feldom terminate in 
the other ftates of fever; or, in other words, 
become nervous or putrid. Wrh regard to 
bleeding, in this ftate of fever, he allows that 


_ there may be fome cafes which may demand its 


ufe, particularly when there are evident figns of 
topical determinations of blood, to the head, 
lungs, or any other part; when the patient is 
plethoric and vigorous; and when the difeafe de- 
 Tives its origin from other caufes than conta- | 
gion. But we are told, that during feveral. 

years 
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years practice he has only had occafion to direé& 
this evacuation twice in continued fevers. 

In the /econd ftate of continued fever, attend- 
ed with debility and depreffion of the vital pow- 
ers; when called in the beginning, if the fkin 
be hot and dry, he gives antimonials as direéted 
in the former ftate ; but he never continues their 
ufe fo long as to produce profufe evacuations. 
But when the patient has been much weakened, 
or the difeafe advanced, he thinks antimonials — 
are unfafe, and ought to be omitted- entirely. 
With refpe& to other medicines, he places the 
whole ftrefs of the cure on the Peruvian bark, 
without waiting for remiffions. | 

In the /a/ ftate of fever, the bark ought to 
be given in very liberal dofes, together with the 
vegetable or vitriolic acid; ripe fruits, wine, 
and other antifeptic liquors. The ufe of the 
bark, in this ftate of fever, being fo agreeable 
to the eftablifhed practice, our Author thinks 
there is not the leaft occafion to infift upon the 
advantage which may accrue from it. | 

If the above method of cure be employed in 
the different ftates of fevers, during the firft 
week, we are told, that it will very frequently . 
remove them. But after they are once con- 

firmed, 
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firmed, all that can be expected from the bark 
is to obviate debility ; counteract putrefaction ; 
and to prevent fatal. determinations to the vif- 
cera, which our Author efteems the principal 
caufes of death in fevers. Befides the method 
of cure above recommended, he ufes, as auxi- 
liaries along with the bark, pediluvia, or fo- 


‘mentations to the legs and feet ; the free admif-— 


fion of cold air; taking the patients out of bed ; 
light cloathing ; keeping the belly regular; the 
ufe of opiates, and blifters in fome cafes ; and 
when fymptoms of debility, or putrefcency pre- 


vail, cold drinks with a fufficient proportion of 


generous wine. 
In fupport of the practice recommended in 


_the common ftates of continued fever, the Au- 


thor has related twenty-eight cafes very mi- 
nutely, in which it was attended with remark- 
able fuccefs. ~ 

In the 4th Se€tion, we are prefented with the 
account of a variety of continued fever, which 


prevailed at Newca/tle in the autumn of 1777- 


The difeafe began with fhivering, liftlefsnefs, 
ficknefs at ftomach, and univerfal pains. On 
the invafion, fome complained of cough, ftric- 


ture and oppreffion of the breaft, attended with 
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flight ftitches of the fides, and wheezing refpi- 


ration. In afew days, the ftrength and fpirits 


were proftrated, the tongue became dry- and 
brown, and the teeth were covered with a thick 
fur. A delirium and ftupor foon appeared ; 
and thefe fymptoms often remained for feveral 
days after the fever had vanifhed. About the 
eighth or tenth day of the difeafe, fometimes 
fooner and fometimes later, both red and white 
miliary eruptions appeared, which were fre- 


quently interfperfed with petechi@. In many, 


the countenance was bloated; the eyes dull and 


blood-fhot ; the throat covered with an aphthous | 


cruft; and the ftools involuntary, bilious, and 
putrid. In this fever, antimonials given in the 


beginning, together with paregoric elixir to ap- 


peafe the cough; and afterwards, the bark in 


liberal dofes, were attended with the happieft 
fuccefs. To illuftrate the nature of this epide- 


mic, twenty cafes are fubjoined. 

This part of the Work is concluded with an 
account of the fuccefs of the Author’s praétice 
in fevers ; and a detail of the cafes which ter- 


~ minated fatally under his care at the Newca/tle 


Difpenfary: By which it appears, that two bun- 
dred and three patients were admitted, labouring 
under 
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under continued fevers ; of whom, one hundred 
and minety-fix were aifcharged perfeétly cured ; 


Jix died, and one was difmified for being irre- 


gular, whofe cafe afterwards terminated fatally. 
The fecond Part of the Work contains obfer- 


vations on the Scarlet Fever, attended with ul- 


cerated fore throat. ‘The Author introduces his 
account, with fome remarks on the ftate of the 
air previous to, and during the prevalence of 
this epidemic. The difeafe, we are told, made 
its appearance at Newca/tle in the beginning of 
June 1778, and foon after extended itfelf. to 
many towns and villages in the neighbourhood ; 
both in the counties of Durham and Northum- 
berland. It was moft frequent in Auguft, Sep- 


tember, and Oober; was upon the decline — 


after December; but a few inftances of the dif- 
eafe occurred ftill till Auguft 1779. 

The difeafe, we are informed, was peculiar to 
children and young perfons; although feveral 
adults expofed to the contagion did not efcape. 
The diftemper was not prevalent in genteel fa- 
milies, but raged with great mortality amongit 
the lower clafs of. people. The fmall pox was 
alfo frequent at the fame time, and fome cafes’ 


of the inflammatory fore throat, and eryfipelas 


L 3 occurred. 
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occurred. The meafles appeared in January 
1779, and fucceeded this difeafe as an epidemic. | 

From a table which the Author has annexed, 
it appears, that children of all ages under ten 
years, were moft liable to the difeafe; that un- 
der twenty years of age, the number of males 
and females was almoft equal; but that above 
this period, the number of females greatly ex- 
ceeded that of males; a circumftance which he 
accounts for, from the former being more ex- 
pofed to contagion, from being employed in 
attending the fick. | 

Having made thefe introduétory obfervations, 
Dr Clark, in the firft fe€tion, proceeds to the 
defcription of the difeafe. No epidemic, we are 
informed, varied more in different patients ex- 


pofed to the fame contagion, than the Scarlet 
Fever attended with ulcerated fore throat. In 


fome, it was fo mild as to require little aid from 
medicine ;_ whilft in others it was fo malignant 
as to yield to no plan of treatment. The difeafe, 
in general, began with ficknefs, laffitude, and 
chilnefs or fhivering. The patient foon com- 
. plained of headach, and pain of the throat. The 
{kin became hot, the pulfe very quick, often full 
and firm; but fometimes it was {mall and feeble, 


though 
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though generally hard. At night the fever ran 
high; and the patients were reftlefs and often 
delirious. 

Soon after the attack, the tonfils, velum on 
 dulum palati, and uvula, appeared inflamed. The 
{welling and rednefs in thefe parts increafed, and 
white floughs or ulcerations were foon difco-— 
-vered. Deglutition became painful, and often 
exceedingly difficult; and refpiration quick, and 
frequently laborious. The breath was hot,. 
though not offenfive ; the tongue was foon co- 
vered with a white fur; the mouth and famces 
were loaded with vifcid mucus, and this, toge- 
ther with the tumefaction of the throat, occa- 
fioned, even early in the difeafe, rattling breath- 

‘ing. Such was the ufual progrefs of the difeafe . 
during the firft three days ; but, in many cafes, 
thefe fymptoms were ufhered ii in with vomiting, 
purging and delirium. 

When the difeafe began with great fevetity, 
the fcarlet efflorefcence was often obferved on 

the firft day ; but, in general, it did not mak 
its appearance until the fecond or third day, and 
fometimes not until the fourth. The eruption 
confifted of innumerable little pimples running” 
together, and tinging the fkin of a dull red co- 
L 4 jour. 
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lour. The rednefs was firft perceivable on the 
face, neck, and breaft; and was often univer-. 
fally diffufed over the body, which appeared, in ~ 
fome degree, tumefied. In others, the eruption 
was fcattered here and there in blotches; but 
the thighs, legs, and arms were, in general, co- 
vered with it; and the hands and fingers were 
often cedematous, and painful when preffed. 
The duration of the efflorefcence was uncer- 
tain; it however, in general, turned brown in 
three or four days ; the fkin became rough, and 
peeled off in brawny fcales, and very frequently 
in large, thick, jagged pieces. In one patient, 
the defquamation was fo complete, that the nails 
caft off ; and in many, we are told, that the cu- 
ticle kept peeling off after the 30th day of the 
difeafe. | | 
When the difeafe was malignant, after the 
appearance of the eruption, the floughs encrea- 
fed; the maxillary and parotid glands {welled ; 
the eyes became dull and heavy; the face and 
neck often bloated and cedematous; and the 
patient either laboured under inquietude, deli- 
rium, or coma. In milder cafes, after the def- 
quamation of the cuticle, the fever fubfided,- 
the ulcerations healed, and the patients were 
{peedily 
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fpeedily reftored to health. Several, however, 
fell into anafarcous {wellings, and either true Ay- 
drops pectoris, or dropfy of the cellular fubftance 
of the lungs. Others, after thewing figns of 
_ recovery, kept drooping, and, though free from 
fever in the day, pafled hot and reftlefs nights ; 
the countenance became pale, the face puffy, 
and the maxillary and lymphatic glands of the 
neck continued {fwollen. Pale thin matter ran 
from the nofe and ears, and at laft fuppurations 
were formed in the Eufachian tube, which de- 
ftroyed the tympanum ; mes fome patients loft - 
the auditory bones. 

When the fick applied late for affiftance, the 
inflammation communicated to the trachea and 
lungs occafioning hoarfenefs, inceflant cough, 
wheezing and rattling refpiration. A child, we 
are told, was admitted to the Difpenfary in this 
fituation, even fo late as the 14th day of the 
difeafe ; and our Author faw feveral other mife- 
rable objects, who had furvived to as late a 
period, with ulcerations, which had perforated 
the velum pendulum; and excoriations of the 
mouth, lips, and parts near the anus. 

From the above defcription, Dr Clark ob- 
— ferves, that the Scarlet Fever and fore throat has 
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a great analogy to the angina maligna; he thinks 
indeed, they proceed from the fame fpecific 
contagion ; and in confirmation of this opinion, 
he gives us an account of the different ftates 
of the Scarlet Fever, during its prevalence at 
Newcaftle. Of thirty-Ax patients, whom he at- 
terided in private practice, twenty-/ix had the 
Scarlet Fever, accompanied with mild ulcerations 
of the throat ; in one it was fucceeded by drop- 
fy ; and nine had the difeafe attended with every 
diftinguifhing fymptom of the angina maligna ; 
yet in all thefe cafes the fources of contagion 
were apparently the fame. Of ninety-five pac 


- tients, who came under our Author’s care at 


The patient feldom in the beginning complain- 


the Difpenfary ; forty-nine had the Scarlet Fever 
with a mild ulcerated fore throat ; in twenty-two 
the difeafe was fucceeded by dropfy; and in 
twenty-four it was accompanied with angina ma- 


ligna. 


‘But, in moft patients, Dr Clark admits that 


the epidemic differed from former accounts of 


the angina maligna, or putrid fore throat, in the 
following particulars. In the beginning it was 


accompanied with ftronger action of the veffels ; 


and the ulcerations were of a milder nature. 
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ed of debility or faintnefs ; the efflorefcence was 
commonly more plentiful, and the defquamation 
of the cuticle more complete. In the Angina 
maligna, as defcribed by authors, the patients 
moft commonly die on the third or fourth day 
of the difeafe ; whereas in the Scarlet Fever, in 
the cafes which proved fatal, moft of the pa- 
tients protracted their miferable exiftence to the 
13th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and fometimes even to 
the 1 gth day of the difeafe; but above all the 
fcarlet. fever frequently terminated in dropfy, a 
difeafe which no author mentions as being the 
confequence of the angina maligna. 

The Author next enters upon the inveftigation 
of the caufe of the difeafe, of which we cannot 
pretend to give a detail. | | 

In the fecond Se&tion, Dr Clark prefents us 
with a comparative view of the above epidemic, 
with the Scarlet Fever of authors, and the angina. 
maligna, together with the various methods of — 
cure which they have recommended. From this 
review which he has taken of the Scarlet Fever, 
as it has been obferved in different parts of Eu- 
rope, and of the angina maligna, he 1s farther 
convinced, that they ought not to be confidered 
as diftinct affections, but only as different /pecies 
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of the fame difeafe. The fearlet efflorefcence is a 
leading fymptom, and in both difeafes there is 
a determination of the morbific matter to the 

throat. 
Our Author, indeed, is fenfible that plaufible 
objections may be made to this opinion; and 
that it may require the united efforts of the fa- 
culty and future experience to afcertain its truth. 
It may be urged that the angina maligna requires 
a very different treatment from feveral fpecies 
of the Scarlet Fever; this circumftance, however, 
he thinks, is not fufficient to conftitute a gene- 
ric difference, for the fame thing happens in 
the varieties oi the fmall pox, which is well 
known to arife from fpecific contagion. It may 
be objected that the Scarlet Fever only feizes pa- 
tients once in their lives, whereas having the 
angina maligna once is no fecurity again{t a fe-_ 
cond attack: This he allows to have fome 
weight ; though he very much doubts whether — 
‘the angina maligna was ever attended with the 
fcarlet efflorefcence twice in the fame patient ; 
yet it is probable, that when the difeafe is epi- 
demic, the fame patient may have the affection 
of the throat repeatedly. But without confider- 
ing the fubje& in this extended point of view, 
| he 
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he is certain that the praétice can never be 
properly guarded, and miftakes muft conftantly 
arife in treating in fo 
different. 

_ In the third Seétion, our Author proceeds to 
the cure. Although the difeafe was not new to 
him, having once before feen the Scarlet Fever 
_and fore throat epidemical, yet from the com- 
bination of the inflammatory and putrid fymptoms, 
he confeffes, that, in feveral inftances, in the 

‘beginning of the epidemic, he was at a lofs how 
to proceed. The great refemblance of the dif- 
eafe to the angina maligna, and the fubjects be- 
ing chiefly the young and the delicate, prevent- 
ed all thoughts of bleeding. When called early, 
therefore, while the action of the veflels con- 
tinued ftrong, after direéting the patient’s legs 
and feet to be bathed in warm water, he gave 
emetic tartar, in fuch dofes, as to vomit; and 
afterwards to keep the belly open; direéting 
detergent gargles to be injected into the fauces 
milk warm. By thefe means a great deal of © 
bile was frequently voided; the fever abated ; 
the throat rendered eafier ; and the difeafe was _ 
either removed at once, oF r yielded to fuch pre- 
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parations of the bark, as the patients could be 
prevailed upon to take. | | 

But whatever figns of inflammation might 
appear in the beginning, the difeafe, when ma- 
lignant, foon afflumed a putrid form. When 
called in this ftate of the difeafe, when it ap- 
proached to the nature of the angina maligna, 
which was known from the appearance of the 
floughs, the bloated countenance, the feeble 
pulfe, and the fwelling of the parotid glands, 
together with the tumefaction of the neck, our 
Author was deterred from giving emetic tartar, 
- and therefore placed his chief confidence in the 


Peruvian bark, antifeptic gargles, and a cordial — 


regimen. In fuch a ftate of the difeafe, this 
method was commonly attended with fuccefs, 
when applied in time. But, in fome inftances, 
we are told, that from the combination of putrid 
and inflammatory fymptoms, this powerful medi- 
cine was found ineffectual ; and thofe invariably 
recovered belt, whofe cafes would admit of an- 
timonials in the beginning. 

In the dropfical ftate of the difeafe, our Au- 
thor. dire&ts purgatives and diuretics, with the 
ufe of the bark during intervals. The purgative, 


from which he found moft advantage, was calo- _ 
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mel varioufly combined with {quills. When 
this ftate of the difeafe was accompanied with 
fever, which, we are told, was frequently the — 
cafe, he firft gave emetic tattar in naufeating 
dofes, and afterwards an infufion of the bark, 
made with boiling water, joined with /al diure- 
ticus, or acetum fcilliticum. When the patients 
laboured under rattling breathing, and peri- 
pneumonic fymptoms; befides thefe remedies, 
blifters were applied to the fides, and betwixt 
_ the fhoulders. Thefe methods, we are inform- 
ed, were always attended with fuccefs, unlefs 
the patient laboured under a dropfy of the cellu- 
lar fubftance of the lungs. 

In the fourth Seétion, Dr Clark illuftrates 
the nature of this fingular epidemic, and the 
method of cure, by the relation of particular 
hiftories. We. are here prefented with eleven 
cafes in which the Scarlet Fever was attended 
with mild ulcerations of the throat ; twelve cafes 
in which it was attended with gangrenous ul- 
cers of the throat; and laftly, fix cafes of the 
dropfical fwellings confequent on the difeafe. 

In the fifth Seétion, we are prefented with an 
account of the fuccefs of the practice, which our 
Author has recommended in the Scarlet Fever ; 

| and 
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and with a relation of the unfuccefsful cafes, 

with a view farther to explain the malignant na- 

ture of the epidemic; and to afford the medical 
reader an opportunity of judging of the advan- 

‘tages of the plan of treatment. From this account 
it appears, that of thirty-/ix patients whom the Au- 
thor attended in private practice, thirty-two were 
reftored to health, and four died: And of ninety- 
five who came under his care at the Difpenfary, 
eighty-one returned thanks for their cure, ome was 
difcharged for irregularity, and in thirteen the 
difeafe terminated fatally. 

Our Author concludes this part of the Work 
with the following inferences, which we fhall 
tranfcribe, as they appear to us to have derived 
their origin from careful obfervation. 

1. “ The Scarlet Fever is a contagious dif- 
eafe, and almoft always attended with a fore 
throat, which is fometimes eryfipelatous, fome- 
times ulcerated, and fometimes of a putrid and 
gangrenous nature. On the 1ft, 2d, 3d, or 4th 
day, a red eruption appears upon the fkin, and 
after continuing for three, four, or more days,’ 
goes off in branny or thick broad fcales; and 
after the ceffation-of-fever, the difeafe frequently. 
terminates in dropfy.”’ | 

2. * The 
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2. “ The Scarlet Fever may appear at any 
time of the year, but it moft commonly begins in 
fummer or autumn ; continues 
throughout the winter.’ 
 . 3. * Although great diverfity obtains in the 
_ Scarlet Fever, yet the moft important diftinc- 
tions in practice are to afcertain, 1. When 
the difeafe is of an inflammatory nature ;. and 
2. When it is attended with a difpofition in the 
throat in particular, and in the fyftem in gene- 
ral, to putrefaction.”’ 

4. **In the treatment of the mild fpecies of 
Scarlet Fever, as defcribed by Sydenham, little 
more 3 —" than a proper attention to re- 
gimen.” 

In the Scarlet Fever attended with ery- 
fipelatous inflammation of the throat, without 
floughs or ulcerations, antimonials given in fuch 
dofes as to prove gently emetic, an antiphlo- 
giftic regimen, and detergent gargles, are the 
chief remedies to be depended on.’ } 

6. © In the Scarlet Fever attended with a mild 
ulcerated fore throat, in the beginning, and 
while the aétion of the veffels is ftrong, the fame 
remedies as above are indifpenfably requifite; 
and as foon as the action of the veflels is abated, 

the 
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the chief dependence ought to be — in the 
Peruvian bark. 

7. * When the Scarlet. Fever ic-attended 
with gangrenous ulcers in the throat; and a 
difpofition to putrefaction in the fyftem, the 
bark ought to be prefcribed in large dofes, and 
an antifeptic cordial regimen purfued from the 
beginning.” 

8. * Though the above general rules, with 
refpeét to the method of cure, are the refult of 
experience; yet, in a difeafe, which affumes fuch 
a variety of fymptoms and appearances, the pro- 
per method of treating particular cafes muft de- 
pend upon the fagacity and judgment of the. . 
phyfician; and a careful attention to the nature 
of the epidemic.” 

To this part of Dr Clark’s Work i is added a 
Poftfcript, containing a fhort account of the 
Scarlet Fever and Sore Throat, from the treatife 
ately publifhed by Dr Withering, and from the 
fecond volume of Dr Cullen’s Fir/t Lines of the 
Praétice of Phyfic ; and we are alfo here prefent- 
ed with an analyfis of Dr Cotton’s letter to Dr 
~ Mead on. a particular Scarlet Fever prevalent at 
St Albans near London, in the year 1748 ; which - 
, feems to have been effentially the fame epidemic 
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fo well defcribed by Dr Fothergill under the title 
of the Putrid Sore Throat. Our Author intro- 
duces Dr Cotton’s account with more particu- 
lar pleafure, as their fentiments pertectly coin- 


cide, concerning the impropriety of altering the 


name of the difeafe. | 

This Work is concluded with an Appendix, 
containing tables of the difeafes of the patients 
admitted to the Newcaftle Difpenfary under the 
Author’s care, during the fpace of two years, 


_ together with remarks on the method of im. * 


proving medical returns. For his remarks how- 
ever, on this fubject, after the length to which 
the prefent article has already extended, we 
muft now refer our reader to the Work -itfelf. 
And although we have endeavoured to give a 
pretty full account of it, yet we may conclude 
with obferving, that it every where abounds 
with obfervations of fuch importance in praétice, 
as cannot fail amply to reward the labour of a — 
careful perufal. 


M 2 | TT 


> 
4. 
45 
‘ 
. < 
4 


iil. 


id. Sandifort, Medicina, Anatomes, et Chirurgia, 
in Academia Batava, que Leide ¢f, profefforis, 
Obfervationes Anatomico Pathologicea ; Liber ter- 
tius. 4to. Lugduni Batavorum. 


.N this publication we are favoured with a 

continuation of ingenious obfervations, the 

preceding parts of which were communicated to 
the public a confiderable time ago. 

The firft Article contains a very particular de- 
{cription of an umbilical hernia in a child who 
died almoft immediately after birth. ‘The mo- 
ther in the third month of pregnancy had re- 
ceived a violent fall, upon ice, to which fevere 
pains fucceeded, and continued till the end of | 
_ the feventh month, when fhe was delivered of 

this child. bs 
Our Author having obtained the liberty of 
diffecting the body, he not only gives us a moft | 
accurate account of the different appearances 
obferved in it; but to render the whole as in- 
telligible as poflible, a complete fet of plates are 
fubjoined, in which very exact views of the dif- 


_derent parts are exhibited. 
In 
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In this umbilical tumour, the liver, fpleen, and 
part of the ftomach and inteftines were contain- 
ed, and various preternatural appearances were 

_ deteéted in the heart, kidneys, and bladder; but 

the nature of this publication will not admit of 

: our entering into fuch a particular detail of thefe 

as would be neceflary for conveying an exact 
knowledge of the feveral particularsg 

In Chapter fecond, we are favoured with a 
very minute account of the diffection of a body, 
in which a great proportion of the pia mater was 
found offified ; no detail however is given of 
the effects produced by this circumftance, du- 
ring the latter part of the patient’s life. 

Chapter third, contains the particulars of a 

cafe of fuppreflion of urine, which ended fatally, 
and on diffeGtion a ftone impacted in the ure- 
| thra was difcovered to be the caufe. 

Chapter fourth, is entitled ** de calculo lacry- 
marum viis exfecto ;” of this the following are 
the particulars : | 

A young lady had complained for fome time of 
a fmall tumour on the under palpebra, and near 
the internal angle of her left eye. It was attended 

_with fome pain, a conftant difcharge of tears over 
the cheek, and now and then, efpecially in the 
M3 morning, 
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morning, a quantity of purulent matter was eva- 
cuated ; various remedies had been tried, but 
with no kind of advantage. 

On examining the tumour, it was found to be 
hard, and a fimall orifice was obferved, at a 


- little diftance from the pundlum of that eye-lid, 


from whence a quantity of pus was difcharged 
by preflure; but no evacuation of this kind 
had any influence in diminifhing the fize of the 
{welling. 

On different trials it was found, that although 
the tears ftill came over the cheek, yet the paf- 


 fage into the nofe was not rendered altogether 


impervious, as by Anells? inftruments, injections 
were made to pafs from the pundum into the 
nofe. But the tumour having now continued for 
a confiderable time, and there being no appear- 
ance of removing it by external applications, it was 
at laft determined to lay it open to the bottom. 
On doing fo, a fmall pyriform ftone was extrac- 
ted, and the fore being properly dreffed, a com- 
plete cure was very quickly obtained. 

Chapter fifth, enumerates the particulars of a 


~ diffe€tion, in which the peritoneum was not on- . 
., ly thickned to a great degree, but in fome parts 


was even in a cartilaginous ftate ; and the liver, 
fpleen, 
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fpleen, ftomach, large and fmall inteftines, were 
found fo firmly united into one mafs,, as to ren- 
der it impoffible, even by diflection, to — 
the one from the other. | 

Chapter fixth, contains an account of -an abor- 
tion in the fifth month of pregnancy. : 

Chapter feventh, gives the particulars of a dif- 
fection, in which the two kidneys were found 
firmly united into one mafs, but with all the 
parts of each perfectly diftina. 

Chapter eighth, enumerates various inftances, 
of two or more of the bones of the fkull being 
firmly united into one, either from the futures 
being altogether obliterated, or from their ha- 
ving been entirely wanting. 

Chapter ninth, is entitled * de officulis futu- 
rarum.”” Here our Author takes occafion to 
prove, that the difcovery of the offa triquetra 
has in general been very improperly attributed 
to Wormius, for they were diftin&ly defcribed by 
Bartholin at leaft twelve years before Wormius » 
pretends to have firft feen them; the firft ac- 
count given of them by the latter not having 
been printed till the year 1640; whereas it is — 
evident that Bartholin had obferved them in the 
year 1628. Various inftances are here related 
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by our Author of fkulls, in his collection remark- 
able for the number and fize of the bones. __ 

The tenth and laft Seétion, is entitled, ** de 
offibus, diverfo modo, a folita conformatione 
abludentibus.”’ 

As anatomifts are daily difcovering lufus na- 
tur@ in diffe@ting the fofter parts of the body, 
fo when we examine the fkeleton with atten- 
tion, various irregularities in its conformation 
are dete€ted. Our Author here.prefents us with 
a number of inftances of this kind, which from 
time to time have occurred to him in the forma- 
tion of his colleétion. 


IV. 


A Phyfical Inquiry into the Caufe and Cure of 
Fevers. By Garret Hufley, M.D. 8vo. Dub- 
lin. | 


N accurate inveftigation of the remote or 
occafional caufes of fevers, being highly 
neceflary in practice, our Author before pro- 
_ ceeding to the immediate confideration of thefe 
diforders, gives a very minute detail of fuch cir- 
cumftances as, under different modifications, are — 

to 
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to be confidered as the moft frequent caufes of 
febrile affections. 
Thefe are, air; food; exercife and inaétion ; 
Jleep and watchfulnefs ; the natural evacuations 
of the body with their feveral ftates of ‘obftruc- 
tion ; and laftly, the various paflions by which 
the body is affetted. 
After confidering the general. properties of 
air, our Author concludes that part of his fub- 
ject with fome remarks upon fixed air. The 
term fixed air he obferves is in general very im- 
properly ufed. Whenever the integral parts of a 
finple element are clofely combined, fuch as fire, 
water, air, and earth, conftituting by their union 
a complex body, neither of them can retain in 
fuch fituations, thefe properties which fpecify 
them fingly. Air in particular lofes that com- 
| preflibility and elaftic force, which diftinguith it 
in a ftate of aggregation. We call it then fixed 
air, and the expreffion is very proper; but it is 
difficult to conceive why the fame term fhould 
be applied to that vapour which arifes from the 
decompofition of any body. This vapour, far 
from being fixed, is volatile; and, far from be- . 
— ing formed only of air, is a compound of feveral 
- fubftances ; for the fame force, our Author re- 


marks, 
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marks, which is fufficient to difunite the confti- 
tuent parts of any body, is fufficient to diffipate 
in the form of vapour fuch of them as are vola- 
tile; and hence, if fixed air and vapour were 
fynonimous terms, we fhould admit as many 
{fpecies of the former as there are bodies that 
contain it. 
Dr Huffey differs widely from thofe who con- 
fider fixed air as the bond of union of bodies. 
He confiders every particle of a body to be e- 
qually neceflary with fixed air, for the union or 
exiftence of that body; for as all elementary 
particles have a reciprocal attraction, it muft be ‘ 
an abufe of words, he thinks, to call any one of 
them the cement or bond of union. | 
It is true, he fays, that lime and the calces of 
metals, recover their original nature, when they 
receive the vapour which arifes from the de- 
_compofition of another body. If, indeed, calci- 
nation deprived metals, and calcareous ftones, of 
nothing elfe than their elementary air, and if the 
vapour that reduces them contained nothing 
elfe, in that cafe there would be fome founda- 
‘tion for admitting the cementing quality of this 
element. But neither of thefe fuppofitions‘are ~ 
-,well founded: For the operation neceffary for 
converting 
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converting metals and calcareous earths into a 
calx, deprives them of other volatile principles 
as well as,of air; and the vapour which reduces 
them, contains not only air, but the reft of what 
they had loft. Asa proof of this, our Author 
remarks, that of all the vapours ufed in fuch 
proceffes, there are none fo fit as thofe which 
are inflammable, and which of courfe are replete 
with elementary fire or phlogifton. 

As bodies in the ‘mineral kingdom recover 
their primitive form, when they receive the vo- 
latile principles which they had loft during their 
decompofition, it has occurred to fome, that, in 
fimilar circumftances, the fame change would be — 
wrought in the animal and vegetable fubftances 
which are decompofed by putrefaction. To de- 
termine whether there really be any analogy of 
this fort, a train of experiments have been made; 
and upon a partial view, it may feem that the 
event has been favourable to the theory in que- 
ftion. But on a more minute inveftigation, our 
Author is of opinion, that all the antifeptic ef- 
fects which have ufually been attributed to fixed 
air, depend almoft entirely on the nature of the 
particles with which the air happens to be im- 
pregnated, and not merely upon the air itfelf. 
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For although putrefcent, vegetable and animal 
fubftances, have been rendered fweet by fome 
vapours, yet others have the power of produ- 
cing quite a contrary effect, as every one will be 

~ convinced, who leaves a piece of frefh meat ex- 
pofed to the corrupted fteams of any body in 1 
an actual ftate of putrefaction. 

This opinion is much confirmed, when we 
confider, that the fubftances which afford the 
greateft proportion of an antifeptic vapour, are 
moft commonly antifeptic themfelves in a very 
high degree. Such are mineral acids, and the 
products of fermentation, tartar, vinegar, and 
fpirits of wine; and, if the antifeptic powers of 
any body depended merely on the proportion of 
fixed air contained in it, confiderable deviations — 
ought neceffarily to be introduced in various =) & 
points of the prefent eftablifhed practice. In | 
that cafe, our Author remarks, that falt’ beef, 
which is generally fuppofed to be very produc- 
tive of fcurvy, would be .had recourfe to as an 
excellent remedy for its cure. 

In treating of digeftion, various arguments 
are introduced againft the doétrine of fermenta- 
tion: At the fame time, that attempts are made 


to prove, that this procefs depends almoft folely, 
: if 
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if not entirely, on the folvent powers of the fto- 
mach and menftruum contained in it. So far 
from the fermenting procefs being neceflary for 
digeftion, .it never occurs, our Author fuppofes, 
but as a concomitant of indigeftion; the fymp- 
toms and appearances of a complete indigeftion 
being exaétly fuch.as are obferved in alimen- 
tary mixtures in a {tate of fermentation. 

In confidering the feveral occafional caufes of 
fever, Dr Huffey endeavours to prove that they 
all tend in a greater or leffer degree to the pro- 
duction of fuch a ftate of the fluids, as.muft ne- 
ceflarily occafion an obftruction to their circula- 
tion; and it is this obftruction, together with 
the reaction of the blood-veffels, that. muft 
thereby be produced, which he thinks confti- 
tutes the generical nature of fever. With re- 
fpe&t to the fpecific differences of fever, he has 
no doubt of their depending folely upon the 
particular changes induced upon the circulating 
fluids ; which however different from one ano- 
ther, have one thing in common, that of di- 
iturbing the freedom of circulation. 

The only changes which our Author fuppofes 
can be made in thefe fluids, fo as to render . 


_ them unfit for a due circulation, may be redu- 
ced 
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ced to three, viz. a vifcidity of the chyle; a co- 
agulation of the ferum; and a broken texture 
of the red globules. It may feem, he fays, that 
the two firft changes bear the fame fignification ; 
there is, however, he obferves, a real difference, 
for when the chyle is vifcid, all the reft of the 
humours mutt be poor and ropy; whereas when 
the ferum is coagulated, the blood-globules have 
a great degree of firmnefs. And again, the fi- 
bres are weak and relaxed in the firft cafe ; but 
in the fecond, they are ftrong and elaftic; be- 
fides, the chyle, though vifcid, can never be 
made hard, whilft the ferum may be coagulated 
fo as nearly to acquire the confiftency of lea- 

Continued fevers are divided by our Author 
into the inflammatory, the putrid, and com- 
pound fevers. The firft of thefe, he fuppofes, 
proceeds in every inftance from a fizynefs of the 
blood; the putrid fever, from a diffolution of 
the humours ; and the compound fever, from 
a combination of the two. | 

As the-method of cure in every fever is to be — 


regulated. entirely by an accurate knowledge of 


the caufe ; and as the caufe can never be ex- | 
actly detected but from the appearance of the 
blood, 
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blood, we are defired, therefore, on the firft 
formation of fever, always to draw off a fmall 
quantity of blood. If the blood appears firm 
and fizy, there can be no room to doubt of the 
fever being of the inflammatory kind ; if it is 
of a loofe, foft, broken texture, then the fever 
is evidently of the putrid kind; and again, when 
the blood, after cooling, is covered with a thin 
pellicle, which does not refift the preflure of the 
finger, and when the blood which lies under 
this pellicle is not quite fo denfe as that which is 
drawn in a fever purely inflammatory ; in that 
cafe, the fever is denominated compound. 

In the cure of inflammatory fever, blood-letting 
is recommended as the remedy chiefly to be de- 
pended on; and the quantity to be difcharged, 
is dire&ted to be regulated, not only by the vio- 
lence of the fymptoms, but by the confiftency of 
the fize ; which laft circumitance, our Author 
feems to confider as the moft material index for 
all our practice, in the treatment of this {pecies 
of fever. | 

Together with blood-letting, coolingy laxative, 
diuretic medicines are recommended ; and par- 
ticularly, fuch articles as are known molt effec- - 
tually to aflift perfpiration. The grand object 
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of all thefe, being the expulfion by the feveral 
outlets, of the fizy particles of the blood, which 
are too grofs to move eafily forward in the com- 
mon courfe of circulation. : 

. Warm alexipharmic medicines are much con- 
demned by our Author, as tending, by the in- 
_ creafe of heat which they occafion, to produce 
a farther infpiffation of the humours. But, bli- 
- fters, although they do probably produce a tran- 
fitory increafe of heat, and from that circum- 
{tance might be fuppofed to be improperly ufed 
here; yet it is certain, our Author remarks, 
that they give great relief in inflammatory fe- 
vers; and this they do, he fuppofes, by the ac- 
tive parts of the cantharides being abforbed into 
the circulation, where, by their attenuating pro- 


perties, the fizynefs of the humours comes to — 


be confiderably diminifhed. | 
For effecting a total diffipation of this fizynefs 


of the blood, dilution with watery drinks is 


much recommended. Water alone, however, 


not acting as a proper folvent for fize, a quan-_ 


tity of faccharine, or acid vegetable j sie are 


_ defired to be added to it. 


In the cure of putrid fevers, blood-letting car- : 


ried to any extent is much condemned by our 


Author 


‘ 
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Author ; but a fmall bleeding at firft, he con- 
fiders as abfolutely neceflary ; for unlefs by fee- 
ing the blood, he thinks it is impoffible, at an 
early period of the difeafe, to form a true dia- 
Gentle pukes, and laxatives, are defired to be 
given at proper intervals, through the whole 
courfe of the difeafe, fo as effectually to eva- 
cuate thofe putrefcent humours which, in fuch 
fevers, are always collected in the ftomach and 
_ bowels. No violent medicines, however, fhould 
be ufed; and we are here particularly cautioned 
againit the ufe of James’s powder, the operation 
of which, in fuch fevers, our Author confiders 
as highly pernicious. 
Blifters, by the alkaline particles of cantha- 
rides which they introduce to the circulation, 
being very apt to produce a diffolution of the 
blood, are therefore condemned as improper in 
every inftance of putrid fever; excepting per- 
haps in the beginning of the difeafe, when, by 
the drain they produce, and. which is frequently 
kept up during the courfe of the fever, they 
may be of fome fervice; and, as at this period 


the diffolution is not fuppofed to be much ad- 
| vanced, 


7 
4 
% 
4 
5 
4 
¢ 
| be 
r 
SA 
4 
Vag 
4 
4 


192 MEDICAL 


vanced, they may be had recourfe to, Dr _— 
imagines, without any kind of rifk. 

In the compound fever, which our Author 
confiders as a complication of the inflammatory 
and putrid fevers, the firft indication of cure 
which he recommends, is to attenuate the fizy- 
nefs of the blood, which, in the beginning of 
the difeafe, always prevails ; and the fecond, is 
to guard againft the progrefs of the putrefattive 
ferment, which, in the more advanced ftages of 
this fever, is always fure to occur. To cure 
the compound fever, we fhould begin with thofe 
means which we employ advantageoufly in the 
treatment of fevers purely inflammatory; and 
ought to end with thofe which are found fuc- 
cefsful in the cure of what is merely putrid. 

Dr Huffey concludes his obfervations on every 
fpecies of fever, with different cafes, by which he 
endeavours to eftablifh the propriety of the prin- 
ciples laid down. And having made fome re- 
marks on the nature and cure of intermittent 
and remittent fevers, he concludes the whole 
with a fhort but accurate differtation on the va- 


rious febrile affections to which lying-in women 
are liable. 
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v. 


Experiments eftablifbing a criterion between Maca: 
ginous and Purulent Matter ; and an Account of 
the retrograde Motions of the abforbent Veffels of 
animal Bodies in fame Difeafes. 8vo. Lichficid. 


PMQoHE work beivre us was written fome ycars 
ago by a very ingenious young genticman 

the late Mr Charies Darwin of Liciifield. Lhefe 
papers are now publifhed from the manufcripts 
which he left behind him. ‘The Editor of the 
prefent work, Dr Darwin of Lichfield, informs 
us, in d note, that he has in his poffeflion fome 
other ingenious papets by the fame author, | 
which it is to be hoped will foon be publifhed. 
The prefent publication, as muft appear from 
the title, confifts of two Parts. The firft Part, 
which contains the experiments eftablifhing a cri- 
terion between pus and mucus, was prefented to 
the AEfculapian Society of Edinburgh in the year 
1778, who unanimoufly conferred upon the Au- 
thor of it their prize-medal for that year. The 
experiments themfelves do not admit of an ana- 
lyfis ; and, of the conclufions drawn from them, © 
we have already given a full account in a former 
N 2 number 
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number of this Work. It will now, therefore, 
be fufficient to repeat the general conclufion, 
which is in the following words: When any one 
wifhes to afcertain the compofition of expetto- 
rated matter, let him diflolve it in vitriolic acid, 
or in cauftic alkaline lixivium; and then add 
pure water to both folutions. If there be a fair 7 
precipitation in each, he may be affured that — 
fome pus is prefent. If in neither a precipi- 

tation occurs, it is a certain teft, that the matter 

is entirely mucus. And if it cannot be made to 

diffolve in the alkaline lixivium, there is alfo 

reafon to believe that it is pus. 


In the fecond, which is by much the moft , & 
confiderable Part of this Work, Mr Darwin en- 
deavours to fhew, that the phznomena of va- 
rious difeafes can only be explained upon the | 
fuppofition of a retrograde motion of the abforb- 


ent veflels. . 

After giving, in the firft Seétion, a diftinct ac- 
count of the abforbent fyftem in general, he 
proceeds to fhew, in thé fecond, that the valves 
of the abforbent vefiels may fufler their fluids to 
regurgitate in fome difeafes. He obferves, that 
the many valves which occur in the progrefs of 

the lymphatic and lacteal veffels, would indeed 
| feem 
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feem infuperable objections to the regurgitation 
of their contents; but as mercury, water, or 
fuet, can be eafily made to pafs thefe veflels in a 
contrary direCtion to the natural courfe of ‘their 
fluids, and as thefe veffels, with their valves, are 
undoubtedly endued with life, he thinks it pro- 
bable, in fome difeafes where the valves and 
veflels are ftimulated into unnatural exertions,’ 
or are become paralytic, that during the diaftole 
_ of the part of the veffel to which the valve is 
attached, the valve may not be fo completely — 
clofed as to prevent the relapfe of the lymph or 
chyle. 
The mouths of the lymphatics, he obferves too, 
feem to admit water to pafs through them after 
death, more eafily the inverted way than in the 
natural courfe, fince an inverted bladder readily 
lets out the water with which it ts filled. And 
as the ftrong valves with which both orifices of 
the ftomach are furnifhed, and likewife the valve 
of the colon, are frequently known to admit of | 
a regurgitation of the contents of thefe vifcera, 
the poffibility of fuch an occurrence in the lym- 
phatic fyftem is thereby put beyond a doubt. 
_ By Dr Haller’s microfcopic experiments too, it is 
rendered certain, that in the veins which we 
N 3 know 
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know to be endowed with valves, a regurgi- 
tation of their contents is very eafily induced ; 
he having obferved, that in dying animals, a re- 
trograde motion of the blood is produced from 
the heart itfelf to the very extremity of the 
limbs. From the ftricteft analogy, therefore, 
our Author concludes, that if the courfe of the 
fluids in the lymphatic veffels could be fubjected 
to microfcopic obfervation, they would alfo, -in 
the difeafed ftate of the animal, be feen to repafs 
the valves, and the mouths of thofe veflels which 

had previoufly abforbed them. 
' In Seétion third, our Author endeavours to 
fhew, that as the inteftinal abforbents are now 
known to join with the urinary lymphatics by 
frequent anaftomofes; we are hence, on the 
fuppofition of a retrograde motion of thefe vef- 
fels, enabled to account for the daily inftances 
that occur, of fluids pafling from the ftomach 
into the bladder much more quickly than’ they 
could poflibly do through the common courfe of 
the circulation. In Etmuller’s Works, various 
inftances are recorded, where fimple water, 
wine, wine with fugar, and emulfions, were dif- 
charged, by urine, unchanged. 
| Dr 
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Dr Kratzenftein put ligatures on the ureters 
of a dog, and then emptied the bladder by a 
catheter ; yet, in a little time, the dog drank 
greedily and made a quantity of water. And 
jn the Philofophical Tranfactions for the year 
1670, a fimilar experiment is related with the 
fame event. The following experiment too, 
which was made under the eye of our Author; 
tends greatly, he thinks, to confirm this opi- 
nion. | | 

Fune 14.1772. <A friend of Mr Darwin’s, 
on drinking repeatedly of cold fmall punch, till 
he began to be intoxicated, made a quantity of 
colourlefs urine. He then drank about two 
drams of nitre diflolved in foine of the punch, 
and: eat about two ftalks of boiled afparagus. 
On continuing ta drink more of the punch, 
the next urine that he made was quite clear 
and without fmell; but, in a little time, ano- 
ther quantity was made, which was not quite — 
fo colourlefs, and had a ftrong fmell of the 
afparagus. He then loft about four ounces 
of blood from the arm, but the fmell of afpa- 
ragus was not at all perceptible in the blood, © 
neither when frefh taken, nor the next marn- 
ing; yet this fmell was ftrongly perceived in 

| NG | the 
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the urine which was anadé juft before the blood 
was taken from the arm. 

Some bibulous paper, moiftened in the fe- 
rum of this blood, and fuffered to dry, fhewed 
no figns of nitre by its manner of burning ; 
but fome of the fame paper, moiftened in the 

urine, and dried, on being ignited, evidently 
~ fhewed the prefence of nitre. This blood and 
the urine ftood for fome days expofed to the 
fun in the open aif, till they were evaporated 
to about a fourth of their original quantity, — 
and began to ftink. The paper which was 
then moiftened with the concentrated urine, 
fhewed the prefence of much nitre by its man- 
ner of burning, whilft that moiftened with the 
blood fhewed no fuch appearance‘at all. And 
hence our Author thinks it may be clearly 
inferred, that certain fluids, at the beginning © 
of intoxication, find another paffage to the blad- 
der, befides the long courfe of the arterial cir- 
culation. 

In Seétion fourth, the doétrine here advanced, 
of a retrograde motion of the lymphatics, is 
-apphed towards the explanation of the phzeno- 
mena of diabetes and of fome diarrhceas. All 
othe branches of the lymphatic fyftem, our Author 


obferves, 
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obferves, have a certain fympathy with each 
other, infomuch, that when a branch is ftimu- 
lated into any unufuval motion, fome other 
‘branch has its motions, either increafed or de- 
-creafed, or inverted at the fame time. Thus 
when one drinks a moderate quantity of vinous 
fpirit, the whole fyftem aéts with more energy, 
by concert with the ftomach and inteftines, as is 
feen from the glow on the ‘kin, and the increafe 
of ftrength and aétivity; but when a greater | 
quantity of this inebriating material is drunk, 
at the fame time that the latteals are excited 
into greater ation to abforb it, the urinary 
branches of the abforbents which are connected 
with the lacteals by many anaftomofes, may 
have their motions inverted, and a great quan- 
tity of pale unanimalifed urine will be difchar- 
ged. , 

If this ingurgitation of too much vinous 
fpirit fhall often occur, the urinary branch of 
abforbents at length gains a habit of inverting | 
‘its motions whenever the lacteals are much fti- 
mulated ; and the whole, or a great part of the 
chyle, is thus carried to the bladder, without . 
entering the circulation, and the body becomes 
emaciated. In this fpecies of the difeafe, which 

may 
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may be termed the chyliferous diabetes, the uring 
is fweet, and of the colour of whey; which are 
circumftances that diftinguith it fufficiently from 
every other fpecies of the diforder. 

' The purging ftools occafioned by expofing the 
naked body to cold air, or fprinkling it with 
cold water, originate, our Author remarks, from 
a fimilar caufe ; for the mouths of the cutaneous 
lymphatics, being fuddenly expofed to cold, be- 
come torpid, and ceafe, or nearly ceafe, to att ; 
whilft, by fome kind of fympathy, the inteftinal 
lymphatics invert their motions, and immediate- 
ly what was previoufly abforbed, is returned into 
the inteftines. An obftructed perfpiration merely, 
Mr Darwin obferves, is not fufficient to account 
for this phenomenon, as it frequently happens, 
that at the very inftant the body is expofed to 
the effects of cold air, an unufual movement is 
felt in the bowels, which could not, he thinks, 
from that circumftance, be fo inftantaneoufly 
produced. 
In Seétions fifth, fixth, ‘and feventh, our Au- 
thor proceeds to explain upon the fame prin- 
_ ciple, the phenomena of dropfies, of cold fweats, 
and of the tranflations of matter, of chyle, of - 
_, milk, and of urine. The operation of purging — 

| drugs, 
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drugs, applied outwardly, is thus. likewife ac- 
counted for. 

In Seétion eighth, various kccetubhines are 
enumerated, by which the fluids that are effufed 
by the retrograde motions of the abforbent vef- 
fels, may be diftinguifhed. Section ninth, con- 
tains a fynopfis of difeafes fuppofed by our Au- 
thor to originate from the retrograde motions. 
- of the abforbent vefféls. Seétion tenth, contains 
anfwers to fuch objections as our Author fup- 
pofes may be made to his theory; and in the 
eleventh Seétion he enumerates various caufes 
which induce the retrograde motions of animal 
veffels, and the medicines by which the natural 
motions may be reftored. ; 

As Mr Darwin confiders debility as the prin- 
cipal caufe of the retrograde motion of veffels, 
and as animal debility, he thinks, is owing toa 
defe& of ftimulus, or of irritability, when the 
vafcular mufcles therefore are not excited into | 
their due action by the natural ftimuli, we fhould - 
_ exhibit, he remarks, thofe medicines which pof- 
fefs a ftill greater degree of ftimulus ; amongit 
thefe are, the foetids, volatile aromatics, bitters, 
metallic falts, opiates, wine, moderate exercife, 
cheerfulnefs of mind, change of air to a warmer 

country, 
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country, and perhaps occafionally the external 
ftimulus of blifters. | 

Towards the end of this Publication, feveral 
cafes of dropfical complaints are related, in which 
the fox-glove, or digitalis purpurea was exhibi- 
ted. In the greateft part of thefe, this medicine 
acted violently both as a cathartic, emetic, and 
diuretic ; in fome, thefe evacuations proved fa- 
lutary, but in others they either had no apparent 
influence, or produced no other effet than that 
of reducing and weakning the patient’s ftrength. 
The two following cafes, fele&ted from the whole, 
will ferve as examples of its effects. 

A lady between forty and fifty years of age who 


had been indifpofed fome time ; was then feized 


with cough and fever, and afterwards expeéto- 


rated much digefted mucus. This expectoration 


fuddenly ceafed, and a confiderable difficulty of 
breathing fupervened, with a pulfe very irregu- 
lar both in velocity and ftrength ; fhe was much 
diftrefled at firft lying down, and at firft rifing ; 
but after a minute or two, bore either of thefe 


attitudes with eafe. She had no pain or numbnefs 


in her arms; fhe had no heétic fever nor any 
cold fhiverings, and the urine was in due quan- 


tify, and of the natural colour. 
The 
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The difficulty of breathing was twice confider- 
ably relieved by {mall dofes of ipecacuanha, which 
operated upwards and downwards, but it returned 
_ ina few days. She was then directed to take the 

_fox-glove in decoction ; prepared by boiling four 
ounces of the frefh leaves, from two pints of 
water to one pint, to which was added two. 
ounces of vinous fpirit; fhe took three large 
fpoonfuls of this mixture every two hours, till 
fhe had'taken it four times; a continued fick- 
nefs fupervened, with frequent vomiting and a 
copious flow of urine ; thefe evacuations conti- 
nued at intervals for two or three days, and re- 
lieved the difficulty of breathing. She had fome 
relapfes afterwards, which were again relieved ~ 
by the repetition of the deco¢tion of fox-glove. 

A tradefman about fifty years of age, became 
weak and fhort of breath, efpecially on increafe 
of motion, with pain in one arm about the in- 
fertion of the biceps mufcle. In the night he 
fometimes made an unufual quantity of pale 
urine. He took calomel, alum, and Peruvian bark, 
but all his fymptoms increafed. His legs began 
to fwell confiderably ; his breathing became more 


difficult, and he could not lie down in bed, but 
| all 
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all this time he made a due quantity of ftraw 
_ coloured urine. | | | 

The decoétion of fox-glove was given as in 
the preceding cafe, and it operated chiefly by 
purging, and feemed to relieve his breathing for 
a day or two; but it alfo feemed to contribute 
to weaken him. He became fome weeks there- 
after univerfally dropfical, and died comatofe. 

We have thus endeavoured to give fome ac- 
count of the doétrine contained in this Effay, 
and although perhaps but few of our readers 
may, at firft, be difpofed to adopt this idea of 
retrograde motion in the abforbents, yet we are 
perfuaded they will in general admit, that it is 
both new and ingenious. But for a more fatis- 
factory view of the idea, as well as of the argu- 
ments by which it is fupported, we mutt refer 
them to the Work itfelf. And it will be no un- 
_ pleafing gratification to their curiofity, to perufe 
a fhort account of the life of the Author, which 
the Editor has annexed to the Publication. 
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Clinical Experiments, Hiftories and Diffections. By. 
Francis Home, M. D. one of bis Majefty’s 
Phyficians, Fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
ficians of Edinburgh, and Profeffor of Materia 
Medica in the Univerfity of Edinburgh. 8vo. 
Edinburgh. 


HE Work. before us which we formerly 

took an opportunity of announcing, con- 
tains the refult of induftrious and accurate ob- 
fervation for the fpace of feveral years. While 
ingenious fpeculations afford pleafure to the in- 
quifitive mind; the united efforts of unwea- 
ried attention and folid judgment on fubjects 
ftridtly practical, cannot fail to afford the higheft 
fatisfaction to thofe engaged in the actual ex- 
ercife of the profeflion. Such however is the 
mature of the volume now before us; and we 
have little doubt that the conclufions here drawn — 
from extenfive experience, will be found con- 

ducive to the improvement of medicine. 

_ _It has long been a matter of difpute, and it is 
unqueftionably of the utmoft importance in the © 
practice of phyfic, to determine at what time 
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the Peruvian bark may be exhibited with great- 
eft advantage in the cure of intermittent fevers. 
On this fubject, as the refult of many trials, 14 
of which are here particularly related, Dr Home 
concludes, that the Peruvian bark is more effi- 
cacious in ftopping the paroxifms of an inter- 
mittent, when it is given foon after a fit, than 
when exhibited a fhort time before it. And he 
even concludes, that from this latter mode of 
exhibition, it adds to the feverity of the fuc- 
ceeding paroxifm. | 

From obferving that the Peruvian bark is moft 
fuccefsful when it is given at the greateft diftance 
from the fit, Dr Home infers, that a confiderable 
time is required for its operation; and from this 
he thinks it highly probable, that its effeé&s do 
not arife from an action on the ftomach, or on 
its nerves alone, but principally depend on its 
. entering the vafcular fy{tem. 

He finds, that there is no difference in the 
effects of bark given after the fit, whether the 
type be, quotidian or .tertian. He thinks, 
therefore, that the diftinétions of intermittents, 
fo often mentioned by medical writers, are of 
little ufe in practice. And as the different kinds _ 


fo often alternate with each other, he concludes, 
| that 
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that the caufe of their different appearances is 
not owing to different miafmata, but probably 
to fome more changeable circumftances of. the 
patient. 

In the fecond Seétion, the Author relates 
many experiments made with different remedies 
in the typhus nervofus, From nine different trials 
with the tincture of cantharides, it appears, that 
this medicine taken to the extent of 20 drops, 
thrice a day, is a very fafe remedy. He thinks, 
that in moft of the cafes there could be no doubt 
that the medicine was of great utility; but he 
obferves, that more experiments are ftill re- 
quired to afcertain its value. From his experi- 
ments with blifters he concludes, that they are 
of little ufe in typhus. Yet he confiders them 
as of the greateft utility in relieving the fevere 
head-ach which always attends it, when they are 
applied to the temples. And this mode of ap- 
plication, while it is in many refpects more con- 
venient than blifters to the head, he thinks, fu- 
perfedes the ufe of that practice. 

From the refult of many trials made with 
antimonial medicines, Dr Home concludes, that . 
_ James’s powder is a more valuable remedy in 
typhus than emetic tartar. He finds, that the 

effeéts, 
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effects of tartar emetic as an evacuant in parti- 
-cular, are never ftronger than thofe of James’s 


powder ; and that it is by no means fo ufeful in 
typhus as in fynochus. From this circumftance, — 
without pretending to fettle the mode of opera- 
tion, he thinks we may negatively conclude, 
that antimonials do not cure fevers by evacu- 
ation: From feveral circumftances, he infers that 
rather by a general ftimulus. 

From his trials with opiates he concludes, that 


they procure reft in typhus, without any difad- 


vantages attending their ufe. He thinks, that 
in every cafe of fuch fevers, opium is more to 
be depended upon than camphire, caftor, or the 
fal fedativum Hombergii ; and particularly, that | 
it is more neceflary and more ufeful than thefe 
fedatives where the patient is affected with loofe- 
nefs or cough. 

In the fixth Seétion, Dr Home relates many 
experiments upon fome remedies ufed in phthifis 
pulmonalis. From three trials with the vitriolic 
acid, our Author concludes that little advantage 
can be obtained from it. He finds that it tends 
very much to promote purging, even although 
joined with mucilage of gum arabic, and ac-~ 


'# companied with opiates. From a trial made 


with 


* 
f 
% 
4 
of 
A 
4 
4 
> 
{? 
th 
a 


COMMENTARIES. 209 


with alum, he found that it quickened the pulfe, 
without producing any good effe& ; and that it 
had no power in curing the difeafe. Former 
experience had led him to confider the Peruvian . 
bark as being hurtful in phthifis, and this opi- 
_ nion he found confirmed by another trial. From 
ftarch, as a demulcent and incraflant, he found 
fome benefit ; and he thinks that it may be ufe- 
ful where the expectoration is thin, in {mall 
quantity, and attended with much tickling in 
the trachea and fauces. From different trials 
with mephitic air, it appeared to be of fome 
ufe: But he thinks that more experiments are 
neceflary to afcertain its effects, and 6: degree 
of credit which it deferves. 

In the feventh Seétion, Dr Home relates three 
hiftories of a fingular affection, the melzna or 
morbus niger. From thefe hiftories he con- 
cludes, that the difeafe does not depend upon 
the atra bilis, as has commonly been imagined, 
but that it is owing to blood effufed from the 
meferaic veins. In the three cafes which are here 
related, although the crifis did not happen in all 
of them exactly on the fame day, yet there ap- 
peared to be a very great coincidence in point 
ef time with the crifis of fevers in general, one 
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terminating on the 8th, and two others on the 
14th day. The firft patient was cured by the | 
continuation of purging, and the fecond by fweat 
and thick urine ; but the third had no evident 
critical evacuation. | 
With refpe& to the cure, he confiders bleed- 
ing as neceflary, if the pulfe will admit of it; 
he thinks that emetics are always hurtful. He 
concludes that gentle laxatives are beneficial ; 
and he found benefit from the vitriolic acid, 
when given with mucilage of gum arabic, which 
he recommends as being the article beft fitted 
for covering its tafte, and diminifhing its effects 
on the prime viz. 
From feveral experiments which he nade 
with the rhododendron chryfanthemum of the 
pharmacopoca Roffica, which has lately been 
very warmly recommended for the cure of 
rheumatifm, he found that it affeéted the head 
with pain and giddinefs, that it produced naufea, 
and fometimes opened the belly ; and that it 
produced plentiful fweat, when the ftate was not 
inflammatory. He found that it produced a dif- 
-pofition to fleep ; and he pronounces it one of 
the moft powerful fedatives which has yet been 
| ifcovered.. For in moft of the trials, it made 
the 
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the pulfe remarkably flow, and in one reduced 
it to 38 ftrokes in the minute. He confiders it 
however as being in the cure of rheumatifm a 
medicine much inferior to feveral others, par- 
ticularly to the pulvis Doveri. : 

In the tenth Se&tion, Dr Home relates feveral 
trials made with Sit Hans Sloan’s ointment for 
the cure of the leucoma. This ointment is pre- 
pared in the following manner: . . 

Tutt. ppt. unc. fs. lap: hemat. ppt. fcrup: 
i. aloes. fuccotr. levig. gt. vi. Margarit. ppt. gr. 
ii. leyjga optime fimul et mifce cum axung. viper. 
gf. ut f. liniment. ophthalmicum. Of this oint- 
ment’a little was applied twice a day, if there 
Was dny tendency to inflammation, and if not, 
as often as they pleafed. In the trials which he 
made with this ointment, although at firft it 
excited confiderable inflammation, yet it had at 
laft the effect of removing the fpeck, and re- 
ftoring to the cornea its natural pellucidity ; 
from which Dr Home concludes, that it is‘a me- 
dicine of much efficacy in a difeafe otherwife 


incurable. 
In the 11th Se@tion, Dr Home gives an ac- 
i count of a great variety of experiments made 
i with different antifpafmodics: As an antifpafmo- 
3 die 
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dic he employed blood-letting with fuccefs in al- 


laying idiopathic fingultus; and he thinks that it 


_ may be confidered as a general remedy in the 


cure of that difeafe. From his trials with valerian, 
he is inclined to pronounce it a weak and often 
a hurtful medicine. From the experiments alfo 
which he made with the folia aurantiorum, he 
is inclined to call ‘in queftion the antifpafmodic 
powers of that medicine. He draws alfo the 
fame conclufion with regard to the cardamine 


pratenfis or cuckow flower. 


With regard to the comparative powers of 
antifpafmodics in general, he thinks they may 
be referred to four claffes. Under the firft and 
weakeft, he includes, fol. aurant.; flor. carda- 
min. ; artemifia; peonia; vifcus quercinus; ex- 
tra&tum hyofcyami; caftor; mufk; cup. am- 
mon. ; and electricity... To the fecond clafs he 
refers camphora; calx of zinc, and _ bilifters. 
To the third aflafoedita, xther, and mercury ; 
and to the fourth, Peruvian bark, opium, and 


~ blood-letting. But he concludes with obferving, 


that particular antifpafmodics are fuited to the 
cure of particular fpafmodic difeafes; and he 


rgmarks, that although his experiments have 
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fhewn this fact, they have not difcovered the 
caufe on which it depends. 

As a remedy in paralytic cafes, he made trial 
in fix inftances with the Doronicum Germani- 


or German leopard’s bane, the arnica 


montona of Linnzus, which has of late been 
higHfy extolled by Dr Collins of Vienna, and 
fome other phyficians. From thefe trials, how-. 
ever, he is not difpofed to form a very favour- 
able judgment of it; yet from its ftimulating. 
power in the primz viz and on the affected 
mufcles, he thinks there is reafon to hope that 
it will be of dome fervice. From the hot bath, 


when ufed to as great a degree of heat as the 


patients were able to bear it, he derived no be- 
efit; and he is inclined to think, that the good - 
effects derived from natural hot baths, may de- 
pend on mephitic air or other impregnations. 


_. In the 12th Seétion, feven cafes are related of 


obftinate {ciatica, five of which were cured, and. 
the two others relieved by means of the oleum 
terebinthinz. It was exhibited to 


the following formula. 


- . Ol. tereb. drach. ii. mell. opt. unc. i. M. f.: 
lin. cap. coch. parv. mane et vefp. fuperbi-. 


bendo hauft. potus communis tepidi. The fen- 
fible 
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fible operation. which Dr Home obferved front 


this medicine was various. It often produced 2 
fenfe of heat in the ftomach, and diminithed the 
appetite. . It heated the part affected, and raifed 
a peculiar fenfation of pain there. It fometimes: 
proved diuretic; and when ufed in a great 
quantity, it brought on ftranguary. Dr Home 
obferves, that it is difficult to explain its. opera~ 


tion; but, from the peculiar fenfation of heat - 


and pain which is felt in the part foon after each: 
dofe, he is inclined to think that it aéts topi- 
cally. 

In cafes of lumbago, a difeafe nearly allied to’ 
{ciatica, Dr Home derived great benefit from 
the following application. 

K. Camph. fcrup. i. diffolut. in ol. tereb. drach. 
ii. Sal cor. cerv. gr. xv. Pulv. fem. cymin. drach. — 
ii. dein. add. ung. nervin. unc. fs. fapon. nigr. _ 


com. unc. i. M. f. linim. extende fuper alutam 


et applic. lumbis. This liniment, which was re- 
newed every three days, produced falutary ef- 
fects in a fhort time. 

In the 17th Section, Dr Home relates many 
experiments made with different remedies in 
different cafes of dropfy. " After havin g given a 
fhort hiftory of the introduction of cream of tar- 
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tar againft fuch affections, he relates particularly 
- its effeéts in twenty cafes in which he tried it. Of 
thefe, it produced a complete cure in fourteen ; 
and he remarks, that although the diftemper be 
very liable to fuffer a relapfe, yet this happened © 
im none of thefe. | 
To determine its mode of operation, from af- | 
certaining which, he thinks, we may moft cer- 
tainly fecure fuccefs from the ufe of it, he ftates 
the vifible effeé&ts of this medicine. In one or 
two inftances, he obferves, it excited vomiting ; 
in general, it purged the patient twice or thrice 
in the day with eafe; but, in fome cafes, ‘it 
feemed rather to bind the belly ; it generally en- 
creafed the quantity of urine, but not to fo great 
-adegree as fquills, or the like; it very com- 
monly mended the appetite, and diminifhed the 
thirft, heat, and fever. From thefe obferva- 
tions, he concludes, that it aéts in fome degree 
as an evacuant; but fince much more powerful 
evacuants have by no means equal effects, he 
is inclined to think, that its principal operation 
depends on its power as a deobftruent. 
On the fubject of fquills, he obferves, that | 
from the common method of ufing them, he fel- 
dom met with fuccefs; but an accidental difco- 
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very fuggefted a method of exhibiting them, 


from which he derived very confiderable advan- 
tage. ‘This he ftiles the emetic method; and. 


with this view the fquills were generally exhibi- 


ted in the following form. . Pulv. rad. fcill. 


exfic. gr. iii. fal. nitr. Pulv. nuc. mofch. aa gr. x. 


- fyr. fimp. q. f. M. f. bol. Cap. mane et repetat. 


quotidie. The vifible effects of this mode of 


exhibition are, that the fquills at firft purge and — 


encreafe the urine, from which the hydropic 


fwe!lings are fometimes a little reduced. But in 


a few days, naufea and vomiting comes on, 


which is often fevere, and attended with acute | 
pain in the ftomach, and remarkable flownefs of. 


the pulfe. During the vomiting, much fluid is 
thrown up, and the abdomen falls in proportion. 


In this way the hydropic fymptoms difappear ; 
and, in a fhort time, for the moft part within 


the fpace of 16 days, the difeafe is completely 


cured. Of ten hydropic cafes treated in this 
manner, feven were cured, which mutt be allow-. 


ed to be a large proportion. In fome inftances, 


_ the evacuation was fo fudden as to require ban- 


dages to.the belly. . 


_ Befides thefe obfervations on the internal re- 
medics in dropfy, he relates two cafes of anafarca, _ 


in 


: 
& 
&. 
| | 
at 
¥ 
a 
‘ 
ize 
. 
> 


COMMENTARIES. ay 


in which iffues were ufed with fuccefs; and he 
obferves,. that he never faw them attended. with 
any difadvantage. He confiders them as being 
much preferable to incifions, which foon heal up, 
and muft be renewed. 

In cafes of amenorrhcea, compreffion of the 
crural artery fucceeded only in one cafe of fix 
in which it was tried. The pulvis fabine taken 
to the quantity of a fcruple thrice a-day, fuc- 
ceeded in three cafes of five. But the root of 
rubia tin@orum, or madder, appears to Dr Home 
to be a ftill more powerful emmenagogue. Of 
19 cafes here related, 14 were cured by it. It 
was given to the quantity of half a dram, or 
even of a dram, twice, or oftner in the day. It 
has fcarcely, he obferves, any evident effects. 
It never quickens the pulfe, or lies heavy on the 
ftomach ; and, in’general, reftores the 
before the 12th day. | 

In eruptions of the herpetic kind, Dr Home 
found, that the tincture of cantharides confider- 
ably alleviated the difeafe, but feldom produced 

-acomplete cure. He found little benefit from 
_ the cortex interior ulmz, as recommended by 
Dr Lyfons; nor did he derive greater advan- 


tages from the vitriolic acid. 
After 
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Aftet fome obfervations on the diagnoftic 
_ fymptoms of worms in the alimentary canal; 
among which he confiders an cedematous fwel- 
ling of the alz narium, upper lip, and often of the 
contiguous parts of the cheeks, as the only cer- 
tain mark, he relates feveral experiments, from 
which it appears, that the Spigelia Marylandica, 
or Indian pink, is an effectual and valuable ver- 
mifuge. It was given, in general, to the extent 
of ten grains twice in the day; and its only ob- 
vious operation was that of gently moving the 
belly and difcharging the worms. 

- From feveral trials, Dr Home concludes, the 
deobftruent powers of mezereon to be very 
ftrong. He found it reduce fchirrous fwellings 
which appeared incurable, and in which a courfe 
of mercury had failed. 

From feveral trials, he found, that a decoétion 
of verbafcum, the white or cow’s lungwort, was 
~ufeful in diminifhing or ftopping diarrhceas of 
an old ftanding, and had often very confiderable 
effeé in eafing the pains of the inteftines. From 
_ dry cupping, he experienced remarkable effects 
in reftraining hoemorrhages, particularly from . 
- the uterus, and he confiders it as a much more 
powerful than is in general | 

In 
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In the laft Se&ion, Dr Home relates feveral 
experiments on different lithontriptics. From 
experiments made with cauftic lie, he was incli- 
ned to form an unfavourable opinion of it, as 
the fymptoms of fome patients appeared to be 
aggravated by it; yet he found, that the urine 
of patients taking it, enjoyed fome power of dif- 
folving calculi. He found, that from the ufe of 
mephitic water, the urine was in fome degree 
impregnated with mephitic air, but that it acqui- 
red no power of diffolving calculus. © 

We have thus endeavoured to prefent our 
- readers with fome of the moft important conclu- 
fions contained in this valuable practical Work ; 
but for the evidence on which they are refted, 
we mutt refer them to a candid confideration of 
the experiments in the original. 
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SECT. IL 


Medical Objervations. 


I. 


Cafe of the fuccefsful Treatment of Hydrocephalus 
49> Internus, by Mercury. By Mr John Mackie, 
Surgeon in Huntingdon. | 


Oun Atcoop, aged 27, of a thin habit of 

— body, accuftomed for four or five years paft 
to work in a tan-yard in a very ftooping pofture, 
was attacked in the beginning of May with an 
irregular intermitting fever, accompanied with 
much pain in his joints. Thefe complaints con- 
tinued till about the middle of June, when he 
was 
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was feized with a violent and conftant pain in 
the back part of his head, attended with great 
giddinefs, noife in his head and ears, dimnefs of 
fight, dc. and his fever became more continued. 
He lay in this ftate upwards of a month, with- 
out receiving any benefit from fome medicines 
which he took during this period. ris 
I was called to him in the middle of July, and — 
found him labouring under the following fymp- 
toms: A fixed pain on the right fide and back 
part of his head, which. was frequently fo acute 
as to make him quite outrageous, crying out, 
tearing his hair, beating himfelf on the head, &c. 
He had fuch a giddinefs, that, unlefs ftrongly | 
held, he could not fupport himfelf a moment in 
- an upright pofture. He could not bear the 
‘light, and when he did venture to open his eyes, 
could not fee objects diftinaly. His pupils were 4d. 
uncommonly dilated, and his right eye feemed 
drawn outward, and rather contracted in its vo- 
lume. He complained of a ftrange palpitating — 
noife in his head and ears, and faid, he felt at 
times as if there was a weight of water falling 
from one fide of -his head to the other. He 
was, in general, fenfible; but on afking him ~ 
'* two or three queftions together, he became con- 
fufed, 


| 
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fuied, and, like a perfon with an oppreffed brain, 
anfwered, with hefitation, quite wide of the que- 


ftion, and often oppofite.to what he meant. A- 
long with thefe, he had a hot fkin, a {mall quick 


-pulfe, thirft, a foul tongue, urine in fmall quan- 


tity and high coloured ; he was emaciated, fick, 


_ coftive, and fweated much ; had often a kind of | 


ftupor, but very little fleep. Once in the 24 
hours, he had generally a remiffion (of three or | 


four hours continuance) of the febrile fymptoms, 


but of none of the other complaints. 
_ What follows are the notes I kept of the pro- 
grefs of the difeafe, and its treatment. 
July 16th. Ordered three or four leeches to 
be applied to each temple immediately ; an eme- 
tic to be taken in the evening, and a cooling 
purge to-morrow morning. 
17th. Called in the evening, and found the 
leeches had taken away a good deal of blood, 
and the vomit and purge operated well. No 
change in the complaints, except that the fick- 
nefs is a little abated. He {creamed greatly on 
attempting to raife his head from the pillow. 
- Ordered his head to be fhaved, and a tharp 
blifter to be applied all over the occiput, large 
enough to cover the nape of the neck; alfo, 
one 
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one on the infide of each leg. Internally, 
Kk. Nitri puri, dr. fs. Gum. camphor. gr. iv. M. f.. 
pulvis; quarta quaque hora fumendus durante fe- 
brilicalore. Pulv. cort. Peruvian. dr. i. Pulv. 
rad. Valerian. fylv. dr. fs. M. f. pulvis, exhiben- 
dus quamprimum remiflio appareat, repeten- 
‘dus, fi ultra horas tres pergat. Thin milk-gruel , 
and. barley-water for drink. 

July 19th. The blifters have difcharged tle 
and he has taken the medicines punctually ;_ but 
the fever and other complaints remain as before. 
Pulfe very irregular ; pain in the head, and reft- 
leffnefs, extreme. 

Left off the camphire, and in its ftead added 
to each nitrous powder, tartar emetic, gr. 4. 
Drefied the blifters with the ad vefica- 
toria. 

21ft. Two dofes of the bark and Valerian 4 as 
were given during the two laft remiflions of the 
fever, which were full four hours each ; but to- 
day there appears no kind of amendment. All 
the fymptoms continue much the fame. Shriek- 
ed out much, and talked incoherently, when I 
faw him. “Has had no ftool fince he took his 
phyfic. Ordered a laxative glyfter to be thrown - 
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up dire@ly, and the iedidons to be continued 
as on the roth. 

_a3d.. The glyfter proeured two motions. Has 
fweated profufely through the laft 48 hours. 


Blifters have run freely. The two laft diurnal 


remiffions not quite-fo diftin&. No abatement 
of the other complaints. The pain, giddinefs, 
ftupor; contortion of the eyes, &*c. remain in as 
great a degree as when I firft faw him. At this 


- time, the long continuance.of the difeafe, its hi- 
therto having refifted every ordinary remedy; 


together with the ftill formidable appearance of 
the fymptems, made me almoft defpair of my 
patient ; but having jut feen the Cafes publith- 
ed by Dr Percival and Dr Dobfon, in which a 
fet of fimilar fymptoms were fo fuccefsfully treat- 
ed by mercury, I now began to think this a fa- 
vourable opportunity for giving it a trial; there- 
fore, I left off all other medicines, and ordered 
ten grains of calomel, made into a bolus with 
conferve of rofes, to be taken at bed-time: At 
the fame time, a dram of the ftrong mercurial 
ointment was direéted to be rubbed itito the 


-ancles ; and botli to be repeated every night. | 


25th. Found no alteration. Fever and o- 


ther fymptoms the fame. . Blifters heal, having 
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been dreffed thefe two days with bafilicon. tor 


dered the calomel, and mercurial friétion to ” 


continued as on the 23d. 

July 26th. . I was fent for to him swinig and 
found him complaining much of being griped. 
Had two purging ftools in the laft 24 hours. 
His gums were a little tender, and his breath be- 
ginning to be tainted. In other refpects, as 
ufual. Left off the calomel, and ordered a 
double quantity of the mercurial ointment to be 
rubbed into his thighs every night. 

28th. I-faw every face about my patient 
pleafed. They told me, he had had a calmer 
night than any thefe two months paft. For the 


_ firft time, he faid the pain of his head was aba- 
ted; he looked more compofed ; ‘his fkin felt 


cooler ; his pulfe more full, and not fo quick. 
He complained of his mouth being fore, and his 
tongue {welled ; and had difcharged a good deal 
of faliva in the night. 


I ordered only one dram of the ointment to_ 
be rubbed in, for the two next nights. 


3oth. He fpit about three quarts during the 
laft 48 hours, and complain of much heat in 
his mouth ; but, to my great fatisfaction, I found 


‘All his a ee complaints better. Pain in his 


head 
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head almoft gone, excepting now and then a 


fhoot. Giddinefs much abated. He faid he 
often felt a trickling kind of motion, as of water 
running along the infide of his temples; but this 
fenfation was without pain. He could fit up in 
bed and feed himfelf ;. was fenfible and in {pirits. 


Pulfe regular, and not above inaminute. 
_ He has had a remiffion of upwards of fix hours 
to-day ; ordered the ointment to be left of. — 


Aug. 1. Continues to fpit freely. Had ye- 
{terday a fmart return of the fever, which how- 
ever only held him about 12 hours. To-day 


there is a perfe& remiflion, and he is in every 


refpe&t greatly mended. -Has had fome hours 
good fleep. Complains very little of pain. Got 
out of bed for the firft time; fat up three hours; 


and could even bear the light without being di- 


fturbed by it. Complained of being hungry. 

Allowed plenty of milk-porridge and fmall 

3d. The fpitting. keeps up to about a quart 
m the 24 hours. Found him out of bed to-day, 
and almoft without complaints. He told me, 
his head was well, and that he only wanted 
{trength, and to get rid of his fever and fore 
mouth. The remiffions were now almoft as — 
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long as the paroxyfms, being about 12 > hours 


each. Has taken no medicine internally fince - 


he left off the calomel ; and was coftive. 

I ordered him a dofe of rhubarb; and, after 
its operation, a dram of the bark every four 
hours during the remiffions. 

Aug. 6th. The fpitting begins to decline. 


He has had no fever for the laft 24 hours. He 


fleeps well; and has an appetite, if the forenefs 
of his mouth would let him eat. Head-ach and 
giddinefs gone; but his pupils ftill continue 
much dilated. 

Ordered him another and the 
bark to be continued every fix hours. 


goth. Has had no fever, or other complaints, 


Spitting inconfiderable ; mouth better ; afped 
more natural; is able to walk about, and mends 
daily. I now allowed him a more generous and 
fubftantial diet, and continued the bark twice 
a-day for another week. 
From this time, he continued to get ftrength 
apace; had good nights; good appetite; a 
perfect freedom from and fever; and, 
on the 23d, went to work, being in every re- 
_ fpe&t quite well, and has continued fo ever fince. 
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_ This patient did not feem to receive the fmal- 


‘feft benefit from the blifters, or any thing elfe, 


till he took the mercury, which aéted like a fpe- 


cific; and the fever feemed to: be altogether 


fymptomatic, as it eafily yielded after the other 
complaints were removed. : 


IL 


| Obfervations on the Benefit derived from the Uje 


of the Cuprum Ammoniacum, in a fpafmodic Af- 
fection of the abdominal Vifcera, and in Hyfteria. 
By Dr John Storer, Phyfcian in Grantham. 


Houcu I cannot fubfcribe to the opinion 
of thofe who feem to believe, that cafes of 


a fingular nature, and fuch only as rarely occur 


in medical practice, are entitled to the attention 
of the public; yet, when an affection of this 
defeription occurs; when it bids defiance to 
every mode of treatment which a due attention 
to the nature of the fymptoms is likely to fug- 
geft; when, in the end, it yields to a medicine 
whofe powers are but little known ; the benefit 
arifing to mankind, from communicating the re- 

fult 
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fult of fuch experiences is evident. No fingle 
cafe, it is true, can amount to a proof of any 
thing ; but it is to a colleétion of fuch hiftories, 
that we are indebted for the introdudtion of the | 
moft valuable articles in the Materia Medica ; 
and it is by thefe means alone, that we are ena- 

.. pled to afcertain the true nature and extent of 
their powers, and affign them their proper pla- 
ces in that clafs of medicines to which they be- 
long. | 

The following cafe, in felt but little intereft- 
ing, is related chiefly with a view to corroborate 
alate teftimony in favour of a medicine whofe 
virtues feem confiderable, though hitherto not 
generally attended to. 

Mrs , a middle aged, married woman, 
of a delicate habit, having formerly caught cold - 
in child-bed, and being likewife under the in- 
fluence of conftant uneafinefs of mind from do- 
meftic caufes, became fubject, for fome years 
paft, ta a general tremor, extreme terror from | 
trifling caufes, and other fymptoms indicative 
of great irntability, and — action in the 
nervous fyftem. 

_. In May laft, without any external caufe, fhe 
‘was firft feized with the paroxyfms which fhall 
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be «deferibed, and which continued to gain 
ground both in violence and frequency, in fpite 
of every method that was thought of for their 


I faw her firft on the 28th of July, and was 
prefent foon after during one of the fits. She 
complained firft of a palpitation of the heart, 
and ‘a dull pain, attended with a fenfe of 
weight and oppreflion at the pracordia; foon 
after, fhe was feized with violent and repeated 
reachings, during which there was a trifling 
difcharge by vomiting, chiefly confifting of the 
juices of the ftomach; from this, the affeétion 
feemed to pafs downwards, occafioning an un- 
common heaving of the abdominal parts, and 
at the fame time a feel, as if the bowels were 
twifted together in the moft extraordinary man- 
ner; this fymptom gave way in its turn, and 


was prefently fucceeded by a quick, confined, and 


irregular refpiration, accompanied by a hoarfe 


_croaking noife in the throat, and a large dif- 


charge of froth from the mouth or nofe; in a few 
minutes more, fhe began to recover. Though 
fhe was able to give little or no account of her 
feelings during the latter part of the paroxyfm, 
yet I am convinced there was no total abolition - 

| of 
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of the fenfes at any point of time; nor ‘were 
_ there any convulfions of the external parts, exe 


cept flight twitchings in the face, and retrac- 
tions of the eyes. The duration of the paroxyfn 
was from 30 to 40 minutes, and of late they 
had recurred fometimes twice in 24 hourss but 
always at irregular periods. 

Such was the violence of the attack, that it 
Jeft behind it extreme debility, wildnefs in the 
eyes, an univerfal tremor, a conftant tearing 
cough, and an almoft total lofs of voice; 
fo that it was with difficulty I could guefs at 
her meaning, when fhe wifhed to give me in- 
formation with regard to ‘her complaints. The 
pulfe, which in the paroxyfm was fo weak and 
fluttering as to elude the finger, was irregular 
during the interval, and varied from go to 105 
in the minute; the fkin was hotter than natu- 


ral; the tongue moift, but extremely foul; the ~ 


{tate of the bowels was uncertain; coftivenefs 
for a few days was, for the moft part, fucceed- 
ed by frequent griping ftools, but without pro- 
ducing any change in the difeafe; the urine 
was natural, and the catamenia had flowed re- 
gularly fince the beginning of the complaint. 


. 
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“SWhen I faw her firft, the continuance of the | 


difeafe for ten weeks had reduced her fo much, 


“> 


that it was with difficulty fhe moved from one 
room to another. Her appetite was gone; her 
complexion fallow, and fhe had fuffered con-— 
fiderable lofs of flefh. 

In refle€ting upon the nature of this com- 
plaint, I found myfelf unable to account for the 
fymptoms, upon any other fuppofition than that 
of a convulfive affection of the internal parts, 
which beginning with the heart itfelf, attacked — 
fucceflively the ftomach, inteftines, diaphragm, 
gullet and trachea. 

I could readily difcover feveral circumftances 
in the habit, which might difpofe to fuch a com- 


plaint, but it was neceflary to look farther; and 


I was of opinion, that fome irritating caufe 


- lurking in the primz viz, might be what gave 
immediate occafion to it. To this ideal was _ 


led by a conftant fenfe of weight and oppreffion 
at the pit of the ftomach, which fometimes rofe 
to acute pain, frequent reachings to vomit, and 

gripings in the bowels. | 
My firft attempts, therefore, in the treatment 
of this cafe, were directed towards difcharging or 
corredting this exciting caufe; and by 
fome 
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fome means to induce a different mode of aétion 
in the parts concerned. 


firft effects gave encouragement to repeat them. 
Their operation both ways, never failed to pro- 


at ftomach ; but the ftate of the paroxyfms was 
in no refpeét altered. 

Antifpafmodics were next had recourfe to ; ; 
among which opium, caftor, camphire, aflafce- 
tida, gum ammoniac, valerian, and the volatile 
alkali were fucceflively employed, in fuch dofes 
and forms as feemed beft to fuit the circum- 
ftances of the cafe, and that for three weeks 
together without the fmalleft advancement to- 
wards a cure; the region of the ftomach was 
bliftered ; the warm bath was recommended 
without effec. That tonics might not be left 
untried, the extract of gentian was combined 


feemed to afford moft relief was a medicine con- 
fifting of Tiné. guaic. v. Tin. theb. and Vin. 
ipecac. This taken at bed-time, feldom failed 
to procure a comfortable night, with a foft per- 
{pirable fkin ; but the fits returned with undimi- 
nifhed yiolence next day. My patient began 

now 


Emetics were accordingly prefcribed, and their 


cure confiderable relief from pain and oppreflion — 


with the gums to no better purpofe. What 
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now to defpair of relief; and whatever 

tions might have been formed fram the bark in 
diminifhing the general irritability of the fyftem, | 
I was convinced the delicate ftate of the ftomach 
would not admit of its being taken in quantities. 
 fufficient to produce that effet. I was therefore 
reduced to my lalt fhifts, when the cuprum am- 
moniacum occurred to me as. a medicine which 
_deferved a trial in fuch a cafe: A hiftory, now 
publifhed by Dr Duncan, where its good effects 
had been fufficiently proved in a cafe of genuine 
epilepfy, had been related to me very circum- 
ftantially fome years ago; and I had mylelf feen 
it of ufe in a convulfive cafe more lately. 

_As my patient could not now fwallow a pill, - 
owing to the fevere affection of the throat in the 
fits, I directed one-fourth grain of the cupr. 
ammon. to be rubbed into a powder, with a few 
grains of magnefia, and given morning and even- 
ing. Though fhe fuffered much from the nau- 
fea, occafioned by fo {mall a dofe, and what was 
worfe, vomited it up regularly for the firft week, 
fhe perfifted refolutely in its ufe ; the naufea at 
length ceafed, the medicine was retained, and its 
falutary effe&ts were quickly obfervable in a di- 
munition of the fits, and an abatement of every 

troublefome 
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troublefome fymptom; the dofe was foon iris 


ereafed to gr. fs. and afterwards to a oe 
grain, twice a day. 
From this time, there was an evident and daily 


amendment; the paroxyfms became both lefs 


violent and frequent ; the pain and uneafinefs at 
ftomach yielded ; the appetite began to return, 


to her; and fhe ftill continues to take the pow- 
ders at intervals. She has now recovered her 
ufual looks and ftrength, and has not experien- 


ced the fmalleft return of the fits fince the be- 


ginning cf September laft, nor any other com- 


plaint, except that general tremor to which fhe | 


has been fubject for years. 
As but very few cafes are hitherto recorded 
with a view to afcertain the powers of the medi- 


cine in queftion, I have thought it neceflary to 


ftate this cafe with a minute exactnefs, and a 
The conclufions to be drawn from it are fim= 
ple, and will readily occur to thofe who perufe 
it. With regard to its mode of operation, I 
have hitherto coemqenee the cuprum ammonia- 
| cum 


with every fymptom of convalefeence. Since 
_ fhe began the ufe of the cuprum ammoniacum, — 
-no other medicine whatever has been prefcribed 


ttle... 
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‘€umh as a powerful tonic. Whether it exerts 
other, and peculiar effeéts, on the nervous 
fyftem, in cafes of convulfive affection, muft 
be left to the decifion of future experience. - 

In the light of a tonic alone, I will venture 
to pronounce it a valuable acquifition to the 
- Materia Medica, in a thoufand inftances, where, 
from the caprice of the patient, or the extreme 
delicacy of the ftomach, no other medicine of 
that clafs can be exhibited in fuch quantity, as 
to.give it effect. 

The cafe to which I alluded, as having re- 
- commended the cuprum ammoniacum to my 
attention in convulfive cafes, is that of a young 
lady, who, for many years paft, has been fub- 
— je& to the moft violent hyfterical fits I ever | 
‘was witnels to. 

After complaining for fome days of an oppref- 
five head-ach, univerfal forenefs of the mufcles, 
total want of appetite, and a dry hufky cough, 
fhe was fuddenly feized with convulfions as 
violent, and various in their mode of attack, 
as hyfterical paroxyfms ufually are. What ren- 
dered them peculiarly dreadful, was their conti- 
nuing from four to five weeks together, during 
which period the was conftantly confined to bed, 
and, 


‘ 
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and, as am affured,, never had an interval: of 
more than three hours. 

For five years thefe attacks had eel in a to 
return every three or four months at moft, and 
had not been leffened by a variety of tttethods 
recommended by fome of the tnoft reer of 
the faculty. 

In May 1778, sien after recovering 
from a violent and tedious attack, fhe began the 
ufe of thé cuprum ammoniacum, and perfifted 
in it for two months. Since that time, though 
the irregularity of the menfes, (the only evident 
caufe of the fits) continues in the fame degree 
as before, yet the paroxyfms have not returned 
mote than twice a year, nor exceeded ten dayé 
in their duration. Thus, though the exciting 
caufe is not removed, that difpofition in the ha- 


bit which favoured the dileafe incites to be much 
diminifhed. 


To render this cafe more conclufive,. L am 
ftill in hopes to prevail on my patient, who has 
agreat averfion to medicines, to give the cu- 


_prum ammoniacum a more complete trial. 1 


have not myfelf met with an opportunity of giving 
the cuprum ammoniacum in any cafe of genuine 


-epilepfy. Since the above, however, 


have 


— 
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have received a letter from Mr Bland, a furgeori 
of eminence at Newark, to whom I recom- 
mended this medicine. An extraét from it will 
make a proper appendix to this cafe. 

To what I have faid, it may not be improper 
to add, that cuprum ammoniacum prepared with 
all imaginable care, when expofed for fome time 
in the air, lofés its own beautiful deep blue co- 
lour, and affumes the appeatance of that preci- 
pitate, which is depofited upon the fitft addition 
of volatile alkali to a folution of blue vitriol. 
Here there is evidently a decompofition, whe- 
ther from a diffipation of that portion of the vo- 
latile alkali, which was combined with the metal, 
‘or from the attra€tion of acid from the air,- is a 
matter of little importance to the practitioner. 
This obfervation, however, has induced me to 
lay afide the pilul. cerul. of the laft edition of 
the Edinburgh Pharmacopeeia, and to exhibit 
the cuprum ammoniacum either in a bolus, or 
-_tubbed into a powder with a few grains of mag- 
hefia, and wrapt in an oiled paper. 
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Il. 


An Account of the effets of the Cuprum Ammoniacum 
in the Cure of Epilep/y, in a Letter from Mr 
Thomas Bland, Surgeon at Newark, to Dr 
Storer of Grantham, communicated to Dr 


Duncan. 


Am happy in having it in my power to fend 
you the following cafe, and you are welcome 
to make what ufe of it you think proper. 


Ann Collinwood; a fine, florid, healthy wo- — 


man of 22 years of age, being a principal wit- 
nefs againft a man for a robbery, was by the 
magiftrates of this place, for want of bail com- 
mitted to prifon, which had fuch an effec upon 
her as to occafion the return of epileptic fits, 
which, as a child of 7 or 8 years old, fhe had 


been fubject to, but not fince, till this period 
January 4th 1779, when I firft faw her. I had 


her immediately removed from confinement, 
placed in humane hands, and had proper nurfes, 
_ provided for her; I prefume it will be needlefs to 
enumerate -every particular fymptom, fuffice it 
to fay, that the fits were violent and numerous, 


not lefs than 20 in the courfe of a day,. and fo 


little 
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little notice had fhe of their approach, that (tho’ 
- well attended) fhe was much bruifed by fal- 
ling, 

Having already feen the good effeéts of zinc 
in. an epileptic patient attended with extraordi- 
nary circumftances, I therefore ordeted that 
medicine for her, which fhe regularly conti- 
nued about three weeks, from the above date, 
without any material effect, opium, camphire, 
bark and valerian, with other nervous and an- 
tifpafmodics were adminiftered, and with no 
better fuccefs. Thus difagreeably circumftanced, 
I had recourfe to the cuprum ammoniacum 
which you favoured me with, though I muft 
— confefs, with little hopes of advantage, the vio- 
lence of the fits, the peculiar fituation and ftate 
of mind of my patient confidered; however, I 
was agreeably difappointed: The firft dofe was 
taken about the 2oth of January, and from that 
time the fits became daily lefs and lefs till the 
middle of March. following, when fhe left off 
her medicine, and was fent to her friends per- 
feétly well. 


#8ECT. 


* 


MEDICAL 


S32 C.T. 
Medical News. 


The following Addrefs from Dr Francis Arm- 
 ftrong, Phyfician at Uppingham, in the Coun- 
ty of Rutland, to the Phyficians and Gentle- 
men of the Faculty in Great Britain, refpeé- 
ing the ufe of Matlock Waters, may, we 
_prefume, afford ufeful Information to many 
of our Readers. 


Atiock has long been famed for its 
mineral fprings and baths, but it has, 

till lately, been frequented by few invalids, tho’ 
a number of able men have written learnedly 
upon the properties of its waters, and their ef- 
 feéts in different diforders. How it fo long 
efcaped the attention of the neighbouring phyfi- 
cians, F am at a lofs to account for; as they 
continued fending their patients to Briftol, to» 
the 
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_the total negle& of their neighbouring fprings, 
which are equal if not preferable to the Briftol 
water. ‘ 
Dr Percival of Manchefter, that moft excel- 
lent phyfician and philofopher, has obliged this 
nation with a very few judicious remarks and 
experiments, in the fecond volume of his Medi- 
cal and Experimental Effays, upon the nature — 
of Matlock waters and bath. This feems to have 
opened the eyes of the neighbouring phyficians 
and praétitioners, the confequence of which has 
been, that the number of invalids have encreafed 
every year, and the very extraordinary cures 
‘performed by this water, have lately recom- 
mended it in fuch a manner, that at this time, 
it is frequented by patients from every part of 
England. 

_ Lhave taken great pains to examine particu- 
larly into the properties of Matlock fprings, and 
may with truth affert, that they are of the fame 
nature with the Briftol water, equal in fome 
cafes, and preferable in many. Nor do I think 
that the air of Matlock is obnoxious in the leaft 
to confumptive patients, where the lungs are 
not injured in fuch a manner as to render a re- 
covery very doubtful either from the ufe of me- 
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dicine or water ; nor have I in my whole prac» 
tice had the leaft complaint of this 1 inconvenience ' 
from any of my patients. 

I ordered a moft amiable lady laft year to 
drink the Matlock waters, in a confirmed phthifis 
pulmonalis, and in fuch a fituation, that I muft 
own, I never expected to fee her return. Being 
greatly interefted in her prefervation, I gave her 
full direétions how to proceed. With much 
difficulty fhe reached the place. The company, 
in a very uncandid manner, cried out, ** What 
© a cruel phyfician, to fend the lady fo far from 
‘home to die!” I faw the lady but three 
days before fhe left home,’ otherwife fhe fhould 
have vifited Matlock much fooner. She ftnély 
perfevered in the rules laid down, and in a 
fortnight was enabled to dine in public; in fix 
weeks was perfectly recovered, having got rid 
of her cough, and being greatly increafed in 
mufcular habit. I vifited her on her return, and 
had 1 not been perfedtly acquainted with her 
before, I fhould not have known her. She has 
- continued well ever fince, and I hope will for 


many years, as a bleffing to her young family, 


and a comfort to the beft of hufbands. 
* 


} 
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I hope I thall be excufed reciting this cafe, it 
being one amongft many, in which I have ex- 
perieticed the good effects of this water; and 
indeed patients whom I have fent to Briftol, and 
have returned ben@fited in fome meafure, 
have afterwards been reltored to a perfect and | 
lafting ftate of health, from the ufe of Matlock 
water. | 

{ have, in the courfe of feven years, fent a 
great number of patients to Matlock, and in 
cafes where medicine had not the leaft profpec& 
of being ferviceable, all of whom have had per- 
fe& and Jafting cures: And I may with truth 
declare, I have not failed in one inftance. How- 
ever contrary to the opinion of fome my¥ practice 
may be, I have after repeated trials found, that 
in many cafes much advantage has been gained 
by the adminiftration of medicines in conjunction 
with the. courfe of water drinking ; being well- 
timed, fo as to at in an uniform manner, they 
had excellent effects, the water being greatly 
affifted in its operation. 

As for the bath (if I may be allowed the ex- 
preffion) it is the coldeft hot bath of any I know 
in Europe ;_ and, from its temperature, it may — 
with propriety be ufed either as a cold or hot 

Oe bath. 


A 


EDICAL 


bath. I am informed that Mr Archwright is 
going to build hot and vapour baths at Craw — 
ford; if that fpirited gentleman executes his 
plan, Matlock will be one of the moft complete 
places of refort we have in England ; as baths 
of fuch a nature will render the waters ufeful in 
almoft every diforder. 

I have, when I have been at Matlock, lament- 
ed the want of a proper perfon to regulate the 
patients, as to the courfe they ought to purfue. 
Humanity has induced me to interfere with fome 
who came there for health, and were evidently 
deftroying what they wifhed to preferve. 

At the requeft of many of my good friends, I 


have refolved to take upon me the medical direc- 


tion of Matlock water the enfuing fummer. This 
will be both hazardous and expenfive, as I fhall 
make a point of having every thing upon the fpot 


‘which may in the leaft affift the waters in their 


operation. Befides this, my removal for fo many 


months from my fituation, at prefent fo defire- 


able, muft deprive me of the fociety of many 


_ valuable and agreeable friends ; yet I think the 
_ good it may produce, will overbalance every 


ether confideration. It has been my opinion 
through 


be 
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through life, that private intereft fhould always 
give way to public good. 
- I can promife myfelf nothing, unlefs I am fap. 
ported by the Phyficians and Gentlemen of the 
Faculty ; it is through them alone [ can be fur- 
nifhed with a fufficient number of cafes, and 
from fuch cafes can I do that juftice to the wa- 
ters which they merit. Should I be fo lucky as 
to. meet with this fupport, I pledge myfelf to pu- 
blith regularly every cafe worthy publication : 
But not till fuch time as I have had fufficient 
experience to authenticate what fhall be pu- 
blifhed. 

I perfectly agree with Dr Percival, that a lar- 
ger quantity of Matlock water may be drunk at 
atime, than of any other mineral water Iam 

acquainted with, owing to the entire abfence of 
| any mineral fpirit ; yet it is always advifable to 
begin with {mall quantities. From the want of 
mineral fpirit, it is lefs apt to throw the circula- 
tion of the blood into irregularities, or quicken 
the pulfe ; and, therefore, it muft have the pre- 
ference to Briftol water, in the phthifis pulmo- 
nalis, hemoptoe, diabetes, fluor albus, In 
all thefe 1 have experienced the moft happy ef- 
feéts from it, as well as in hectic and low fevers, 
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in hyfteric and hypochondriac affections, in a 


-profluvium or deficiency of the catamenia, in bi- — 


lious diforders, in conftitutions debilitated by 
Tong and fevere vernal and autumnal intermit- 
tents, in diforders arifing from long refidence in 


hot climates, in broken conftitutions brought on — 


» by hard and habitual drinking, and in weak or 
depraved appetites. I intend to refide conftantly 
at the Hall in Matlock, from the beginning of 
_ June till the latter end of September, or longer ; 
but this muft depend upon the company that is 
there. | 

In the month of March 1778, Dr Clarke of 
Jamaica, in a botanical excurfion, after two days 
and a half of a laborious afcent, reached the 
fummit of the Blue Mountain Peak, where no hu- 
man foot had ever trode, and which had before 
been confidered as inacceflible. De Luc’s port- 
able barometer from 30. 2. where it is almoft 


ftationary at the level of the fea, the mercury in | 


the thermometer, pointing at the time of obfer- 
vation (10. A.M.) to 85, fell at noon at the 
-fummit to 23. 3. while the thermometer ftood 
at 60. In Auguft following, Dr Clarke flept 
two pights in a hut on the fame fpot, when the 
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range of the thermometer was from a little above 
47- at day-break, to fomewhat more than 58. at 
noon. Though thrs mountain has much of the 
volcano appearance, no traces of lava, or a cra= 
ter, were difcovered. 1t was found to be thaded 
with woods to the very top, and the ground and 
trees covered toa great thicknefs with the 
mofles common in Europe. He has lately dif- 
covered immenfe collections of corallines, and. 
of loofe and petrified fea-fhells, at places from 
Bogo.to 3009 feet above the level of the fez. 
 "Fhis feems to contradict the commonly received 
opinion, that the chain of Weft India iflands was 
once connected to the continent. A friend of 


_ Dr Clarke’s, Mr Alexander Roberts, has lately 


found a fpecies of the Cinchona with racemofe 
flowers, very fimilar to thefe of the Cinchona: 
Carribea of Jaquin and Linnzus, and to the 
- €inchona Jamaicenfis of Dr Wright. It is how- 
ever a better aftringent bark, and is difficultly 
diftinguifhed from the Peruvian. A trial has: 
been made with the powder of this bark, in 
dofes of half a dram, on a negro labouring un- 
der a fevere and regular tertian, which. it et 
cured. 
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A building has lately been begun at Edin. 
burgh, for the ufe of the Public Difpenfary at 
~ that place. Below the foundation-ftone was de- 
pofited a medal, on which was engraved a figure 
- of the Goddefs of Health, with the words Salus 
Publica for alegend; and, on the reverfe was 
the following infcription; Valetudinarium Edin. 
 burgenum conditum; anno poft Chrift. nat. 1780. 
The expence of this building is defrayed by vo- 
luntary contributions, and from the advantages 
of which the charity has been already produc- 
tive, there is every reafon to hope that it will 
meet with the encouragement it deferves. The 
Difpenfary of Edinburgh has not only afforded 
relief to thoufands fubjected at once to poverty 
and difeafe, but has alfo furnifhed to the ftu- 
dents at that place, an opportunity of learning by 
experiment and example the moft proper prac- 
tice in thofe difeafes, which cannot, with pro- 
priety, be admitted into an hofpital. It is there- 
fore hoped, that the prefent undertaking, which 
is calculated to give permanence to this infti- 
tution, and to furnifh it with advantages which 


it has not hitherto enjoyed; may be promoted 


fot only by the inhabitants of Edinburgh, but 
alfa 
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alfo by others who with to encourage medical 
education, or the improvement of the healing art. 

On Thurfday the 26th of O&ober, Dr Dun- 
can will begin at Edinburgh his Courfe of Lec- 
tures on the Theory and Praétice of Medicine ; 
and on Saturday the 28th of Odtober, he will 
_ begin his Winter Courfe of Cafe-Le&tures. Each 
Courfe continues for about fix months: The 
fee for a firft Courfe is Two Guineas ; for a fe- 
cond, One Guinea ; after which, the Pupils be- 
come perpetual, without any further fee, except- 
ing half a guinea in name of medicine-money, 
for the benefit of the Difpenfary, when aa at- 
tend the Cafe-Lectures. 

* * *  * 

A new edition of the Works of the late Alex- 
ander Monro, Profeffor of Anatomy in the Uni- 
verfity of Edinburgh, is at prefent in the prefs. 
This publication is fuperintended by his fon, the 
preient Profeffor of Anatomy at Edinburgh. It 
will confit of one volume in gto. In this 
will be collected his whole works which have 
been already printed, with additions and correc- 
tions from his own manufcripts, and notes by 
his fon. But befides thefe, it will contain alfo 
fome papers which he left in manufcript, and 

which 
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which have never hitherto been publifhed. His 


Comparative Anatomy, which, during his life- 


time, was only furreptitioufly publifhed by one 
of his pupils, will now appear in a more accu- 
fate and extenfive form. 

| 


_ A new work in Midwifery, by Mr Alexander. 


Hamilton furgeon in Edinburgh, is alfo in the 
prefs. This work is principally intended for the 
ufe of female practitioners, and is calculated to 
afford plain and fimple direétions for the ma- 
nagement of a variety of female complaints, as 
well as cafes in midwifery. In this view, it mutt 
be a valuable acquifition. For there are few 
books defigned for the ufe of women in any lan- 
guage ; and the only publications in the Englith 
language that can fall into their hands, which 


do not abound with fuch technical terms as muft — 


render them unintelligible, contain none of the 
late valuable improvements in the art. If this 
publication fhall have the effe& of removing 
any of thefe numerous prejudices, by which 
many of the female practitioners are influenced, 
and of awakening their fears, when it is necef- 
fary that recourfe fhould be had to fuperior kill, 
it may -be productive of the moft valuable fer- 
vices-to the community. | 
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mond, F. 8vo. London. 

Practical Obfervations on Amputation, atid 
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8vo. Argentorati. 
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